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D  IS  CURSORY  THOUGHTS 

ON  THE 

MEDICINE  A  C  Ti 


WAS  there  ever  an  Act  of  Parliament  intro- 
daced  into  a  Britifh  fenate  with  an  exor- 
dium equal  to  that  pofition  which  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendifti  mentioned  on  this  memorable  occafion,  in. 
the  year  1783  ?  viz.  As  quack  medicines  had  done 
kluch  harm  to  the  public ;  it  was  fair  gante  to  tax* 
them. 

Such  an  avowed  principle  in  a  Minifier  of  State, 
is  a  fpecimen  of  electricity  which  cannot  fail  to 
raife  ftrange  emotions  in  the  breaft  of  any  perfori 
not  divefted  of  philanthropy.  Lord  Cavendifh 
mud  have  had  great  influence  over  his  brethren 
in  adminiftration,  to  perfuade  them  to  join  in  terms 
fo  oppoiite  to  all  prudential  meafures,  refpecling 
the  public  welfare,  as  to  countenance  men  of  fup- 
pofed  vitiated  principleSj  deemed  Quacks,  for  the 
hopes  of  bringing  into  the  Treafury  a  fum  of 
money,  equal  to  the  amazing  amount  the  fchemer 
of  the  aft  had  faid  it  would  produce,  which 
Lord  Cavendifh  owned,  he  was  afhamed  to  men- 
tion. 
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This  was  a  new  fyftem  of  taxation,  which,  in 
our  forefathers  time,  or  in  any  other  nation,  fuch 
a  prepofterous  motion,  I  am  perfuaded,  would 
have  been  fpurned  at,  whiift  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  * 
Commons  only  laughed  at  the  projector's  whim. 
Where  fhall  we  find  a  precedent  in  any  civilized 
nation  or  arbitrary  ftate  that  ever  exifted,  equal 
to  the  one  now  under  our  consideration  ?  From 
the  fame  mode  of  reafoning,  other  mulcts,  to  a 
much  greater  amount,  might  be  gathered  from 
highway  robbers,  footpads,  &c.  to  fcreen  them 
from  juftice,  whofe  crimes,  in  refpect  of  the 
"trafh"  they  only  take  from  the  unwary  paf- 
fenger,  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  injury 
other  members  of  foeiety  fuftain  by  unwholefome 
medicines,  unfkilfully  applied,  and  adminiftered 
merely  to  extort  a  few  millings.  Does  the  reader 
blufh  at  this  portrait  ?  It  is  no  vifionary  form  -9 
read  the  medicine  act,  trace  it  from  the  origin 
with  all  its  confequenees,  you  fhall  fooner  find 
the  carnivorous  animal  leave  fweet  fiefli  to  gorge 
on  vulturine  prey,  than  meet  with  a  record  of  a 
ftate  warring  againft  its  own  fubjects,  accepting, 
as  it  were,  a  bribe  to  fcreen  the  mifcreant's  illicit 
practices,  and  to  harafs  poor  miferable  fellow 
creatures,  encompaffed  with  pain  or  difeafe,  in  ex- 
torting a  tax  from  them  to  fupport  the  healthy 
part  of  the  community,  ere  they  mall  be  allowed 
to  grafp  a  fuppofed  or  an  experienced  remedy  for 
their  grievous  complaints. 

On  reading  various  reports  concerning  the  te- 
nor  of  this  act  in  the  newfpapers,  I  went  with 
other  perfons  to  the  office  belonging  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  acts  of  parliament  lay  ready  for 
the  King's  alien  t ;  through  the  politenefs  of  the 
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gentlemen  who  prefide  in  that  department,  we 
were  indulged  with  a  perufal.    I  then  declared 
it  was  an  act  againft  patent  medicines  only ;  when 
the  acl:  was  printed,  I  found  myfelf  juftified  in 
the  afTertion,  and  infilled,  that  as  the  acl:  was 
worded,  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  complied 
with  in  its  general  force  ;  and  application  (ftating 
the  objections)  mould  be  made  to  his  Majefty  to 
interfere    for  this  act  was  not,  as  newfpapers 
had  afTerted,  againft  Quacks,  nor  againft  quack 
medicines,  for  no  fuch  ideal  terms  were  ufed  by 
the  framers  of  the  acl:    The  object  held  out  b  y 
the  medicine  act  is,  for  granting  his  Majefty  a 
ftamp  duty  on  patent  medicines,  which  acl  in 
exprefs  words  involves  all  perfons  (except  fur- 
geons  of  the  army  or  navy)  that  had  been  con- 
cerned either  as  a  patentee,  or  a  vender  of  patent 
medicines ;  the  exception  in  the  acl  is  only  con- 
ditional in  favour  of  the  regular  bred  gentlemen, 
or  thofe  perfons  who  have  been  dealers  in  medi- 
cines for  three  years  before  the  paffing  of  the  act, 
provided  they  had  {dealt  in  drugs  or  medicines 
only,  not  being  drugs  or  medicines  fold  by  virtue  of 
bis  Majefty  s  letters  patent,  fo  that  the  regular 
and  irregular  practitioners  were  placed  on  an 
equitable  fcale.    As  a  proof  how  far  perfons  of 
either  of  the  above  delcription  came  under  the 
yoke  of  the  act,  the  firft  queftion  that  was  ge- 
nerally put  by  the  Commiffioners  to  thofe  who 
applied  for  information  was,  Have  you,  or  have 
you  not,  been  concerned  in  patent  medicines  ? 
The  anfwer  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  formed 
the  ground  for  a  determinative  anfwer  relative  to 
the  licence.    If  perfons  are  by  the  act  excufed 
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the  licersce,  they  have  npthing  to  do  with  the  act 
"relative  to  (lamps. 

Further,  it  was  mentioned  by  Lord  Caven- 
dim  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  his  pro- 
pofal  of  the  fcheme,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  draw  a 
line  relative  to  medicines,  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the 
medical  regular  practice  ;  as  to  patent  medicines^ 
they  being  peculiarly  fpecified  and  on  record, 
they  could  eafily  be  diftinguifhed  and  taxed.  It 
muft  be  confeffed,  had  the  number  of  medicines 
turned  out  equal  to  the  appearance  they  form  in 
a  country  newfpaper  to  have  been  all  patent  ones, 
which  fill  a  column  of  a  paper,  ranged  under  the 
title  of  MEDICINES  by  the  KING'S 
PATENT,  the  act  would  have  been  clearly 
underftood,  and  fatisfied  all  parties ;  but  this  ne- 
cromantic act  bru  (heel  oft  the  gilded  title,  and 
only  five  medicines  *  could  fland  the  teft,  and 
prove  a  juft  claim  to  the  robe  of  royalty,  out  of 
near  three  fcore.    Here  was  the  rub— here  was 
a  difcovery  which  blighted  their  hopes  of  a  gckleri 
harveft. 

When  the  circumftance  (that  the  act  only  ex- 
tended to  patent  medicines)  was  mentioned  to  the 
Commiffioners  by  the  proprietors  of  medicines 
affembled  at  the  Stamp  Office,  a  reply  was  made  : 
If,  gentlemen,  you  mean  to  make  ufe  of  chica- 
nery arguments,  the  act  will  not  produce  any 
fum  of  confequence.  I  mall  leave  the  public  to 
judge  who  has  been  the  greateft.  adept  in  chica- 
nery. 

*  Viz.  Analeptic  Pills,  Ague  Tintture,  Spa  Elixir,  Samaritan 
Water,  and  Fryar's  Drops.  Thcfe  *w;ere  all  that  I  and  Mr. 
Crawford,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Stamps,  could  iind,  where  the 
fourteen  years  were  not  expired. 
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When  the  act  was  printed,  and  became  the; 
fubjecYof  confederation  before  the  Commiffioners. 
for  enforcing  the  act,  in  the  courfe  of  converfa- 
tion  it  was  foon  difcovered  that  the  regulars  were 
equally  concerned  with  the  irregulars,  in  prepa- 
ring and  vending  patent  and  other  advertifed  me- 
dicines j  if  the  act  was  enforced  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  the  exception  militated  again  ft 
them  j  for  they  could  not  plead  they  had  dealt  in 
drugs  or  medicines  only,  but  in  patent  medicines ; 
therefore,  if  they  took  out  a  licence  as  the  act 
enjoined,  they  muft  in  confequence  place  a  ftamp 
to  all  their  drugs  or  medicines  they  fent  out, 
which  would  prove  a  check  to  their  practice. 
That  apothecaries,  &c.  who  had  to  do  with  pa- 
tent medicines,  came  under  the  lafh  of  this  law, 
was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the  late  Coun- 
sellor Wallace,  Attorney  General,  who  was  con* 
fulted  on  the  occafion  in  particular. 

How  did  the  Commiffioners  proceed  on  this 
intricate  affair  ?  Did  they  lay  the  cafe  before  his 
Majefty  in  council  ?  Who  was  it  then  gave  them 
power  to  excufe  Mr.  Greenhough,  apothecary, 
proprietor  of  a  patent  medicine,  or  Meflrs.  Wil- 
fons,  druggifts  and  chemifts,  proprietors  of  ano* 
ther  patent  noftrum,  and  fay  to  them,  and  all  in 
the  like  predicament,  We  will  pals  over  the  li- 
cence, but  you  muft  place  a  {tamp  on  the  patent 
medicines  you  vend  ?  alledging  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  Government  to  tax  drugs  or  medicines, 
but  patent  medicines. 

On  this  difcretionary  decifion,  Meflrs.  Wray, 
and  Meflrs.  Dicey,  dealers  in  medicines,  whp 
had  not  a  patent  medicine  in  their  pofTeflion,  but 
only  vended  them  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs, 'they 
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claimed  the  like  indulgence ;  more  fo,  as  their 
tranfgreffions  fell  fhort  of  thofe  perfons  who  had 
taken  out  a  patent.  Could  any  perfon  have  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  crime  to  fell  a  patent  medicine ; 
or  fuppofed  that  an  act  of  parliament  mould  be 
made  to  punifli  individuals  for  having  vended  a 
medicine  under  the  royal  letters  patent,  before 
they  heard  a  vote  of  cenfure  had  gained  the  legis- 
lature's approbation  ? 

Reafonable  as  the  requefl  was,  founded  in  jus- 
tice by  thefe  gentlemen,  they  were  refufed  the 
like  toleration  by  the  Commiffioners,  who  al- 
ledged  the  medicines  they  fold  in  general,  as 
Daffy's  Elixir,  Turlington's  Balfam,  Godfrey's 
Cordial,  &c.  although  no  patent  medicines,  yet 
thefe  were  the  articles  leghlature  meant  to  tax. 

After  frequent  altercations,  and  the  thought  of 
incurring  the  difpleafure  of  Government,  they 
fubmitted,  and  facrifked  their  reafon  to  the  dic- 
tates pf  fear,  and  took  out  the  licence.  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Wray  flood  forth,  threw  up  his  li- 
cence, and  ceafed  to  be  the  pliant  inftrument  of 
adding  diftrefs  to  mifery,  by  placing  a  ftamp  on 
the  medicines  he  fold  ;  and  challenged  the  Com- 
miffioners to  try  the  iffue. 

In  the  little  time  allotted  to  frame  the  ufual 
mode  for  gathering  the  import,  before  the  act 
took  place,  I  publifhed  my  remarks  on  the  medi- 
cine act  in  the  newfpapers,  contending,  that  the 
general  alarm  which  had  gone  through  the  coun- 
try was  ill  founded  ;  that  thofe  perfons,  who  had 
kept  a  (hop  for  three  years,  and  fold  drugs  or 
medicines  only,  not  being  -patent  ones,  might  go  on 
with  their  bufinefs,  and  fell  as  heretofore. 

The 
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The  printer,  hookfeller,  &c.  being  defirou's  W 
confult  the  Commiffioners  for  their  approbation, 
pleaded  an  exemption  from  the  penalties  againffc 
the  act,  by  their  not  having  vended  patent  medi- 
cines, were  anfwered,  No  j  you  bookfellers  are 
not  excufed  by  the  act  on  this  pretence ;  there  is 
a  word  only  in  the  act ;  for  you  have  not  fold 
drugs  or  medicines  onlyy  but  a  book  ;  therefore  you 
mud  take  out  a  licence.  Anfw*  Sirs,  we  fee  no- 
book  mentioned  in  the  act.  Reply  9  But  it  is  un- 
derftood  Jo  and  Jo ;  therefore  you  are  to  place  a 
ftamp  on  all  your  medicines,  whether  Tincture 
of  Senna,  Salts,  Daffy's  Elixir,  &c.  What,  Sirs, 
do  you  infill  on  our  felling  a  flamp  with  common 
medicines  made  by  the  regulars,  and  only  fent  us 
to  convey  to  the  afflicted  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
yet  allow  a  druggifl,  perhaps  living  the  next 
door,  dealer  in  patent  medicines,  to  fell  the  like 
patent  medicines,  and  often  fuch  which  come 
from  the  fame  proprietors  ?  O,  Sirs,  the  act  ex- 
eufes  them j  but  bookfellers  mufl  comply,  the 
legiflature  intended  they  fhould  be  taxed. 

Who  will  draw  a  veil  over  this  fcene  of  bufi- 
nefs  ?  In  what  land  has  this  curious  decifion 
been  allowed  ?  Not  in  a  Chriftian  country  I 
hope  !  Under  what  king's  reign  will  you  find  a 
parallel?  A  Britifh  act  of  parliament  twifted, 
nay,  divided  -—  half  a  fentence  left  out  in  the 
reading,  and  the  reft  is  fupplied  by  imagination  ] 
What  for  ?  to  ferve  a  venal  view,  as  if  the  fate 
of  Great  Britain  depended  on  this  mercilefs  im- 
port:. For  Commiflioners  to  divide  a  fentence  of 
an  act  of  parliament,  and  flop  at  the  word  only 
to  one  fet  of  helplefs  men,  terrified  by  threats, 
by  advertifements,  by  conftructions — in  order  to 
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make  them  comply  with  a  deed  injurious  tG 
(hemfelves,  and  hurtful  to  the  community,  whilft 
they  excufe  other  individuals  equally  culpable,  is 
a  doctrine  deferves  univerfal  cenfure. 

For  the  fake  of  elucidation  on  this  fubjecl,  I 
will  ftate  a  queftion. 

Suppofe  dealers  in  gold  coin  nad  been  thought 
detrimental  to  the  Irate,  therefore  ah  act  of 
parliament  was  introduced.  By  changing  the 
terms,  the  fimile  may  be  fupported,  and  read  as 
the  medicine  acl  ;  that  is  to  fay,  all  perfons 
uttering  or  vending  coin  in  Great  Britain,  {hall 
annually  take  out  a  licence  for  that  purpofe,  (ex- 
cept fuch  as  have  ferved  a  regular  apprenticefhip 
to  any  goldfmith,  banker,  or  refiner  of  gold  and 
filver,  or  fuch  as  mall  have  kept  a  mop  for  the 
Ipace  of  three  years  before  the  pafiing  oi  this  acl: 
for  the  vending  of  copper  or  filver  coin  only,  not 
being  gold  coin  of  his  Majefty's  mint)  would  not 
this  acl:  have  been  clearly  understood,  that  it  was 
ah  act  folely  againft  dealers  in  gold  coin  j  and 
thofe  perfons  who  had  kept  a  mop  three  years, 
and  dealt  in  filver  or  copper  coin  only,  not  be- 
ing gold  coin,  were  free,  although  they  mould 
have  fold  hard  ware  befides  ?  Yet  this  circu'm- 
Itance  of  vending  hard  ware  could  not,  in  the 
ftrict  fenfe  of  the  words,  or  meaning  of  the  acl, 
bring  them  under  the  penalty  of  taking  out  a 
licence,  for  they  had  not  meddled  with  the  gold 
coin.  Therefore  I  plead,  that  every  bookfeller 
who  has  kept  a  mop  for  three  years,  and  dealt  in 
drugs  or  medicines  only,  not  being  patent  me- 
dicines, they  are  free  from  the  licence,  and  con- 
fequently  impofe  on  their  friends,  when  they  ex- 
act a  demand  for  the  (lamp.    Again    the  aft 
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declares  the  apothecary  free  ;  yet  if  he  fells  a  pa- 
tent medicine,  the  Commiffioners  fay,  you  mud 
fell  a  ftamp  with  it.  How  is  this  reconcileable 
to  reafon,  or  the  words  of  the  act  ?  Does  not 
this  circumflance  prove  by  the  Commiffioners 
conduct,  the  act  is  pointed  againft  patent  medi- 
cines only,  and  all  thofe  who  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  them  ?  I  will  add,  juftly  too,  if  the 
apothecary,  whom  the  act  declares  exempt,  is 
to  put  a  ftamp  on  a  patent  medicine  he  fells,  then 
is  the  bookfeller  free,  becaufe  he  has  not  fold  a 
patent  medicine  to  one  perfon.  It  mud:  appear 
very  ftrange,  not  to  fay  ridiculous,  that  one  perfon 
called  a  druggift  is  allowed  by  the  act  and  the 
Commiffioners  conftruction  of  it,  to  fell  paints, 
colours,  fnuffs,  tobacco,  &c.  and  his  Daffy's  Elixir 
without  a  ftamp  ;  whilfl  the  ftationer,  becaufe  he 
has  fold  a  book,  he  is  to  be  deprived  of  felling 
thofe  articles  as  ufual,  and  is  ordered  to  fix  a 
ftamp  to  his  medicines,  which  cannot  fail  acting 
as  a  fcare-crow  to  drive  his  cuftomers  to  another 
mop,  where  this  molt  unexampled,  heavy  fine 
is  not  demanded.  What  fault  has  printers  and 
bookfellers  done  more  than  any  other  fubjects,  as 
thus  to  be  fo  hardly  dealt  with  ? — Have  they  no 
claim  on  royal  favour  ?  Will  his  Majefty  patro- 
nize fuch  conftructions  ?  Has  the  King  profcribed 
them,  and  figned  fuch  an  act,  or  has  the  Legifla- 
ture  transferred  fuch  difcretionary  powers  to  any 
officers  of  the  crown  ? 

I  have  always  differed  in  opinion,  and  oppofed 
thefe  (as  I  conceived)  arbitrary,  u  nj  u  ft  i  liable, 
miftaken  proceedings  in  the  fervants  of  the  pub- 
lic, even  before  the  act  took  place  ;  on  which 
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account,  I  was  fent  for  by  the  Commiffioners, 
and  defired  net  to  publifh  any  more  comments 
on  the  act  ;  at  the  fame  time  promifing,  as 
far  as  their  influence  fhould  extend,  they 
would  expedite  the  bufinefs,  and  the  grievance 
complained  of  remedied.  I  bowed  affent,  nor 
did  I  urge  redrefs  again  till  one  feffions  had 
paffed  over  in  filence,  refpecling  this  acl;  j  and 
the  bookfellers  in  the  country  were  treated  like 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  who  were  impofed  to 
make  bricks  without  ftraw  ;  they  were  required 
to  fell  (tamps,  yet  the  Commiffioners  had  prohi- 
bited the  diftributors  on  the  fpot  to  fell  them  any 
for  their  medicines,  in  order  they  might  be 
obliged  by  their  agent,  although  at  an  additional 
expence,  to  apply  at  the  Stamp  Office  in  Lon- 
don. This  unaccountable  precept  agitated  me 
once  more  to  plead  their  caufe  in  a  pamphlet  I 
publimed,  entitled,  «'  Jldvice  to  Bookfellers  not 
to  fell  Stamps  with  their  Medicines  y  nor  the  Pub- 
lic to  pay  for  them,  Patent  Ones  excepted  which 
was  fent  to  the  minifters  of  (rate  in  the  fecond 
week  of  the  laft  feffions  of  parliament  for  their 
confideration. 

The  Eff'efi  of  this  MEDICINE  ACT,  as 
conflrued  by  the  CommiJJioners  Order,  reviewed. 

IT  has  been  allowed  by  all  confiderate  per- 
fons,  as  a  general  maxim,  that  the  imports  ex- 
a&ed  from  fines  laid  on  certain  commodities  by 
the  Legiilature,  although  it  may  affect  the  trader, 
who  is  made  the  oftenfible  guarantee  in  gather- 
ing the  duty;  yet  in  the  fequel,  it  is  the  confu- 
mer  who  bears  the  burden.    Therefore,  in  this 
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medicine  tax,  though  the  bookfeller  has  fubmit- 
ted  to  place  a  ftamp  on  his  medicines,  he  is  re- 
imburfed  that  value  again. 

From  whom,  then,  is  this  tax  expected  to  be 
paid  by,  or  rather  extorted  from  ?  for  it  cannot 
be  confidered  as  matter  of  choice,  in  the  wifhing 
for  a  medicine  as  in  a  bottle  of  wine.  Luxury 
often  prompts  the  call  of  one,  whilfl  Neceffity 
demands  the  other,  whofe  tyrannical  fway  holds 
no  parley.  Endure  your  pains — fufFer  death — 
or  pay  the  King's  duty.  Therefore,  although 
the  act:  does  not  exprefs  in  words  the  identical 
fuffere'rs  againffc  whom  the  act  militates,  yet  in 
effect  it  is  plain,  under  what  denomination  we 
can  rank  them  with  propriety  from  general  cuf- 
tom,  viz. 

A  fervant  maid,  whofe  imbecility  of  nature  re- 
quires peculiar  medicines  *  at  certain  times. 

An  apprentice  lad,  whofe  paffion  tempted  him 
to  tafte  the  fruit  of  Eden,  and  was  flung  by  the 
ferpent. 

A  perfon  bit  by  a  mad  dog — another  with  a 
fprained  or  fore  leg,  or  troubled  with  the  itch,  or 
weak  eyes,  or  the  Stone — Dropsy — Scurvy' — 

Evil — -Cancer  Scald  Head- — Leprosy — 

Gout — Consumption — Fever — Convul- 
sions— Pains  in  the  Bowels,  &c.  &c.  and  all 
the  train  of  woes  mankind  are  liable  to,  either 
through  accident,  inadvertency,  or  habitual  in- 
firmities, each  paying  on  every  bottle,  packet, 
&c.  3d.  6d.  or  is.  regulated  by  the  ftandard  of 

*  It  has  of  late  been  frequently  mentioned  as  a  mark  of  deri- 
fion  againft  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  that  he  wimed  to  tax  maid-fervants ; 
but  he  has  a  juft  right  to  retort  on  Lord  John  Cavendifh  and  hi& 
party. 

B  2  the 
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the  price  of  each  packet,  bottle,  &c.  viz.  under 
2S.  6d.  price  three- pence,  under  5s.  fix-pence, 
and  all  above,  one  (hilling. 

Say,  ye  advocates  for  penalties  on  your  fellow 
creatures  afflicted  with  maladies,  how  does  the 
catalogue  of  difeafes,  imprefTed  on  the  bill  of 
mortality,  brighten  in  your  eyes  ?  When  ye  con- 
template fuch  a  lift  of  plagues,  ready  to  enfnare 
the  traveller,  whom  ye  know,  when  ftretched 
on  the  rack  of  nature's  ills  in  the  folemn  cham- 
ber, divided  by  a  thin  partition  from  the  grave, 
-—what  will  he  or  his  friend  not  give  when  thus 
alarmed,  thus  chained  in  the  agonies  of  pain, 
terrified  by  death,  in  hopes  of  being  releafed  ? 
Can  you  not  exult  in  this  delicious  fcene  of 
taxation,  and  procure  a  proclamation,  iflued  by 
authority,  to  convene  the  Jicky  the  lame,  the  dif- 
eafed,  in  St.  James's  Park  ;  and  when  the  King 
pafTes  by,  fhew  his  Majefty  thefe  his  unfortunate 
fubjects,  and  expatiate  on  the  riches  drawn  from 
this  extraordinary  mode  of  raifing  the  revenue, 
difcovered  in  the  year  1783  ?  Nay,  more,  get  a 
decree  pafTed,  that  no  Jtck  or  lame  pauper  fhall 

enter  an  hofpital  without  taking  a  ftamp.  • 

They  are  poor, — you  reply.  Does  Avarice 
pity  Poverty  f  Pfha — they  may  beg  or  fell  their 
garments.  But  if  they  are  not  better  clad  than 
thofe  perfons  I  have  feen  labouring  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  itch,*"  there  will  be  no  purchafers. 

—But 

*  Mrs.  Rogers,  a  refpeftable  Apothecary's  widow  of  St.  Ed- 
round's  Bury,  who  prepared  an  allowed  excellent  ointment  to 
cure  the  Itch,  from  a  prefcription  of  her  hufband,  in  pots  of 
is.  6d.  each,  and  who  had  not  dealt  in  patent  medicines,  was,  by 
his  Majefty's  Honourable  Commiflioners,  ordered  to  place  a  3d 
Jiamp  on  each  pot,  becaufe  fhe  had  fold  a  book  ;  Whilfi  the  Milk 
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—But  perfift,  you  will  fell  your  flamps ;  they 
muft  comply.  Docs  the  writer  think  we  are  Ca- 
nibals  or  Hottentots,  to  encourage  fuch  unnatural 
proceedings  ?  In  troth,  my  friends,  thofe  from 
whom  the  duty  has  been  exacted,  in  poverty  and 
wretchednefs,  are  equally  the  objects  of  commi- 
feration. 

If  Great  Britain  wifhes  to  fupport  its  credit  as 
an  empire,  famed  for  juftice  and  humanity,  what 
conclusion  muft  France,  Spain,  America,  Ger- 
many, and  other  foreign  powers  draw,  when  they 
review  this  country  a  few  years  back,  mining  in 
its  meridian  luitre,  and  envied  for  its  magnifi- 
cence, now  feeking  to  extract  a  modus  from  rot- 
tennefs,  difeafe,  mifery,  and  projiitution ;  for  the 
more  the  fons  of  Albion  are  contaminated  by  an 
unhappy  female,  by  fo  much  the  more  the  chance 
is  greater,  that  a  much  larger  number  of  ftamps 
and  medicines  will  be  difpofed  of,  to  enrich  the 
Quacks  and  Government,  whofe  intereft  is  coa- 
lefced. 

Are  my  conclusions  of  this  act  difgufting  to  a 
Britifh  patriot,  whofe  breaft  glows  with  ardour 
for  the  love  he  bears  his  King  and  Country,  and 
hopes  my  complaint  is  ill  founded  ?  Would  there 
was  no  caufe  for  this  delineation.    But  mould  it, 

of  Rofes,  a  luxurious  cofmetic,  of  3s.  a  bottle,  for  freeing  ladies' 
faces  from  pimples,  fcurfs,  &c.  was  allowed  to  pafs  free.  The 
poor  creatures  whom  I  have  feen  afHifted  with  this  loathfome  dif- 
eafe the  Itch,  and  who  were  obliged  to  pay  three-pence  for  the 
ftamp,  has  excited  in  me  keen  invectives  againft  the  devifers  and 
the  conftrudtors  of  fuch  an  inhuman  aft.  To  refled  that  other 
nations  have  even  adored  a  character  who  could  difcover  a  remedy 
to  flop  an  infectious  plague,  even  fuch  a  one  as  the  Itch  is,  whilil 
the  Commiffioners  are  pleading,  Britain's  King  demands  a  tribute 
pn  fuch  an  occafion — from  the  polluted,  outcaft  wretch,  to  fup- 
Port  a  nation's  credit !  — 

on 


on  a  fcrutiny,  be  clearly  afcertained,  that  the 
conftrudtions  of  this  act  are  not  agreeable  to  the 
law  and  conftitution  of  this  land,  but  fupported 
only  by  avaritious  principles,  to  enrich  the  Trea- 
fury,  ftifling  the  dictates  of  Reafon,  Juftice,  and 
Humanity,  you  will  with  the  Inditer  agree,  it  is 
not  for  the  honour  of  this  nation,  nor  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  it  mould  pafs  unnoticed  : 
Nay  more,  the  King's  name  has  been  ufed  to 
varnifh  the  deed,  which  fears  up  the  "  milk  of 
human  kindnefs "  in  a  bookfeller's  mind,  when 
the  mother  comes  from  her  cot  to  buy  a  penny- 
worth of  Godfrey's  Cordial  out  of  a  lixpenny 
bottle,  or  two  pennyworth  of  Daffy's  Elixir,  to 
quiet  her  infant's  fcreams,  occafioned  by  a  pain 
in  the  bowels ;  or  perhaps  to  relieve  her  hufband, 
in  the  fame  complaint,  on  whofe  fcanty  pay, 
eight  pence  per  day,  herfelf  and  four  children 
depend. — She  is  anfwered  j  No,  good  woman,  I 
cannot  act  as  ufual,  here  is  a  three-penny  ftamp 
to  be  paid  for,  before  we  can  uncork  the  bottle. 
Sir,  who  has  ordained  this  law  on  fuch  medicines 
as  Daffy's  or  Godfrey's  ?  *  We  know  of  no  one  ; 
but  the  Commimoners  tell  us,  his  Majefty  has 
figned  fuch  an  act :  If  we  do  not  believe  it,  or 
abide  by  it,  they  threaten  us ;  and  the  Exchequer 
is  thundered  in  our  ears. 

*  "  It  is  not  pofilble  to  confine  the  pra&ice  entirely  to  regular 
phyficians.  Cafes  are  continually  occurring  of  people  labouring 
under  difeafcs  who  can  have  no  accefs  to  the  affiitance  of  one  of 
the  faculty.  It  would  be  barbarous  to  hinder  thofe  from  ufnig 
fuch  remedies  as  appeared  to  them  moll  likely  to  afford  them  re- 
lief, or  to  prohibit  a  friend  or  a  by-flander  from  giving  their  af- 
fillance  in  fuch  a  fituatioa."  See  Leftures  on  the  Duties  of  a 
Phyfician,  page  30.  By  John  Gregory,  M.  D.  F.R.  S*  and 
Phyfician  to  his  Majefty. 

Does 
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Does  Humanity  recoil  at  the  thought  ?  Does 
Nature  plead  for  an  exemption  ?  I  only  plead 
for  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  With  this  view, 
I  fent  fcveral  copies  of  my  laft  publication  to 
the  different  minifters  and  officers  of  ftate,  in 
hopes,  not  from  any  argument  I  could  draw 
from  the  grievance  myfelf  and  others  have  fuf- 
tained,  to  perfuade  a  minifter  to  liften  to  the 
plea,  however  well  founded,  but  from  the  knowri 
experienced  trouble  and  vexation  the  Commif- 
fioners  had  met  with  in  the  profecution  of  this 
Proteus  act.  Every  perfon  who  was  in  the 
leaffc  concerned,  whether  in  the  payment  or  in 
collecting  the  impoft,  reprobated  the  mode  of 
execution.  Wherefore  then  did  the  laft  feffion 
pafs  away  without  the  act  being  noticed,  as 
if  the  community  had  not  complained  of  the 
grievance  they  had  borne  ?■ — becaufe  the  voice  of 
diftrefs  was  low,  divefted  of  perfonality,  modu- 
lated by  refpect  for  the  Sovereign — no  common- 
hall  called  on  the  occafion,  with  remonftrance  cr 
petition,  ready  inferibed,  to  carry  to  St.  James's 
in  folemn  parade,  the  bearers  decked  in  fear  let, 
to  awe  a  minifter  and  their  King  to  compliance. 
If  this  be  not  one  reafon  for  non-attention,  I  will 
ftate  another  which  this  country  has  often  wit- 
neffed,  viz.  party.*— *Party-intereft  ftruggling 
againft  party,  where,  in  the  heat  of  contention, 

the 

*  To  fuch  extremes  lias  party  extended  its  influence  in  the 
country,  that  even  the  revered  character  of  that  moll  amiable 
youth,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Britons'* 
Jt/canius,  has  been  attempted  by  the  partifans  on  one  fide  to  be 
pourtrayed  in  dark  colours.    Alk  the  particulars  what  their  half 

innuendoes 


(    16  ) 


the  good  of  the  country  has  been  often  fucked 
up  in  the  whirlpool  of  animofity.  The  medi- 
dicine  aft  was  not  a  deed  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ;  it  was  a 
child  of  grace  of  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  therefore 
it  may  be  prefumed  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he 
would  not  meddle  with  the  diftorted  brat.  Thus 
were  the  bookfellers  left  without  a  friend  to  plead 
their  caufe,  in  a  country  where  the  precepts  of 
Chriftianity  are  the  eftablimed  religion. 

The  general  time  for  the  bookfellers,  &c,  re- 
newing their  licence,  was  nearly  expired  ;  it  now 
behoved  each  perfon  who  thought  himfelf  ag- 
grieved, to  confider  attentively,  and  determine  in 
what  manner  he  mould  regulate  his  future  con- 
duel,  and  not  plead  as  fome  of  his  trade  had  done 
before — they  were  furprifed  into  a  compliance, 
by  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  in  paffing  the  adt, 
and  its  taking  place. 

On  Auguft  5,  1784,  I  circulated  a  letter  thro* 
London  and  the  Country  Towns,  informing  all 
perfons  who  had  kept  a  mop  three  years,  and  did 
not  vend  patent  medicines, — the  aci:  did  not  en- 

inuendoes  mean  ?  No  other  explanation  could  I  ever  obtain,  but 
his  Highnefs  would  take  a  chearful  glafs,  when  friendfhip,  joined 
to  conviviality,  prefides  at  the  board  ;  alfo,  he  is  not  infenfible 
to  the  charms  of  an  agreeable  female.  If  thefe  are  faults  in  the 
eenfor's  eye, — let  thofe  malicious  frigid  beings  rail  on.  Would 
his  Highnefs  be  perfuaded  to  travel  through  Great-Britain,  his 
prefence  would  be  as  welcome  as  the  rays  of  the  fun  on  a  foggy 
day,  and  like  that  planet,  difpel  the  mill  of  prejudice. —Even  in 
that  northern  country,  Scotland,  he  would  find  fouls  as  conge- 
nial as  his  own,  and  obtain  a  clearer  conception  of  the  nature, 
manners,  and  habits  of  the  country— the  variation  of  foil— an 
infight  into  the  manufacturers  which  grace  this  fertile  ifland  ; 
what  is  of  the  greater!  confequence,  he  would  endear  himfelf  to 
the  people-*-each  party  would  ftrive  in  cfteem  and  friendship  to 
emulate  one  another. 
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compafs — In  London,  Mr.  Newbery  advertifed 
he  mould  not  renew  his  licence,  and  would  fell 
his  medicines  without  ftamps,  the  patent  ones 
excepted  ™Meffrs.  Dicey  alfo  refufed  to  renew 
their  licence,  or  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
fuch  an  incompetent  act ;  each  of  thefe  Gentle- 
men had  alfo  given  notice  of  their  intention  to 
the  Stamp  Office,  and  fent  circular  letters  to 
their  venders  in  the  country  ;  feveral  bookfellers 
alfo  determined  to  the  fame  purport. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  month  after  thefe  proceed- 
ings, there  appeared  an  advertifement  in  the  pub- 
lic papers,  dated  from  the  Stamp  Office  -}  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy,  verbatim. 

«  STAMP  OFFICE, 

"  September^  1784. 

«c  Aft  for  granting  a  Duty  on  certain  Venders  of  Medicines,  &c. 

"  HIS  Majeflfs  Commijfioners  for  managing  the  Stamp  Duties, 
do  hereby  give  Notice  to  all  Perfons  refiding  in  the  Cities  of  London 
and  TVeJlminfler^  or  within  the  dijlance  of  the  Penny-PoJli  who 
are  required,  by  an  Aft  tf  the  2^d  of  his  prefent  Majcjiy,  to  take 
out  Licences  for  felling  Medicines,  that  daily  Attendance  is  given  at 
their  Office  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  for  granting  the  faid  Licences. 

<:  And  whereas  the  Commijfioners  have  received  Information, 
that  many  Venders  of  Medicines,  whb  are  within  the  meaning  of 
the  faid  aft,  have  not  reneived  their  Licences,  and  continue  to  fell 
fuch  Medicines  without  uftng  the  proper  Sta?nps  for  the  fame,  they 
think  it  neceffary  to  give  Public  Notice,  that  every  Perfon  who  JJjall 
be  found  offending,  in  this  Refpcft,  againjl  the  Law,  wit  be  im- 
mediately profecuted  in  his  Maje/ly's  Court  of  Exchequer. 

1 

"  By  Order  of  the  Commijfioners. 

"  JOHN  BRETTELL,  Sec. 

"  N.  B.  Perfons  living  in  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  are  to 
apply  for  their  Licences  to  the  refpeftive  Dijlributors  of  Stamps  in 
the  different  Counties" 

C  After 
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After  ads  of  parliament  have  gone  through  the 
ufual  forms  of  the  law  of  the  land,  however  dif- 
treffing  fuch  ads  may  bear  on  an  individual,  a 
compliance  becomes  neceffary,  and  any  perfon 
who  endeavours  to  evade  the  payment  of  the 
duties  entailed  on  him  by  the  Legifiature,  cer- 
tainly becomes  amenable  to  the  penalties  pre- 
ferred by  the  ad ;  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  do  not 
know  a  fingle  Vender  where  fufpicion  may  be 
grafted,  who  wifhes  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
thofe,  whofe  ftation  it  is  to  fee  the  fcattered 
moiety  colleded  fairly.  So  far  the  writer  pre- 
mifes,  in  order  to  vindicate  any  charge  of  evajion, 
in  either  the  Proprietor  or  Vender  of  medicines, 
who  now  had  witnefled  twelve  months  bondage 
in  vile  durance,  relative  to  the  grand  point,  viz. 
what  the  medicine  ad  did  exad,  whether  a  duty 
on  patent  medicines  only,  and  the  reft  to  remain 
free ;  or  whether  a  perfon  by  avocation  a  book- 
feller,  who  for  a  feries  of  years  had  vended  books, 
medicinal  drugs,  advertifed  medicines,  &c.  not 
being  'patent  ones,  was  obliged  by  this  ad,  as  con- 
itrued  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Stamp  Office, 
to  place  a  {tamp  on  the  medicines  he  Jold ;  and 
another  perfon  in  the  fame  town,  who  wrote  up 
Chemift  and  Drvggijt^  and  fold  drugs,  medicines, 
colours,  tobacco,  teas,  paper,  gunpowder,  6cc. 
fhould  be  allowed  by  the  Commiffioners  to  fell 
his  medicines  without  a  ftamp,  patent  ones  ex- 
cepted. 

It  has  been  noticed,  that  every  reafonable  fub- 
miffive  method  had  been  taken  by  the  Printers, 
&c.  in  the  country,  to  have  the  ad  revifed,  in 
order  to  be  relealed  from  the  intolerable  yoke 
they  groaned  under  ;  was  it  confident  then  with 

the 
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councils  of  Great  Britain  to  leave  thefe  humble 
fupplicants  in  the  labyrinth  of  perplexities  ?  Even 
thofe  very  perfons  who  prefide  at  the  Stamp  Of- 
fice, and  by  whofe  authority  chiefly  the  book- 
fellers  were  condemned  to  a  partial  penance ; 
when  they  were  preffed  for  further  information, 
returned  this  laconic  anfwer,  Confult  the  a£l — we 
are  no  lawyers.    Are  the  Honourable  Commif- 
fioners  compelled,  on  perilof  lofing  their  places,  to 
make  up  for  the  inattention  of  thofe  perfons  who 
draw  up  the  revenue  acts  of  Parliament,  where  a 
deficiency  appears  ?  If  an  act  defigned  to  raife  mo- 
ney, comes  to  them  like  a  mutilated  manufcript, 
are  they  obliged  to  pick  out  the  meaning,  and 
give  a  construction  to  it,  which  cannot  be  fup- 
ported  by  precedent,  reafon,  or  juftice  ?  Does 
their  emoluments  arife  or  depend  on  the  quantity 
of  money  which  they  gather  from  the  people  ? 
By  what  standard  will  ye  Gentlemen,  then,  juf- 
tify  your  proceedings  againft  the  bookfellers,  fup- 
pofing  it  mould  turn  out,  they  have  torn  from 
the  diftrefied  part  of  mankind,  fines  under  your 
influence,  not  warrantable  by  the  act  or  the  con- 
stitution of  this  realm  ?  To  whom  Shall  we  af- 
cribe  the  caufe  of  that  cometan  advertifement, 
figned  by  your  Secretary  ?  Surely  not  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Pitt,  although  he  is  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  never  could  countenance  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, as  to  publifh  an  anathema  on  all  per- 
fons who  came  under  the  meaning  of  the  act ; 
yet  could  not,  or  did  not  choofe  to  fpecify,  who 
were  the  perfons  the  act  did  demand  obeifance 
from  ;  as  if  Government  was  afhamed  of  avow- 
ing fuch  illiberal  diftinguiihments,  between  one 

C  2  member 
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member  of  fociety,  and  another  equally  valuable 
in  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

It  was  not  fufficient,  this  advertifement  ap- 
peared in  the  papers,  and  then  leave  each  vender 
to  judge  for  himfelf. — No — The  Diftributor,  or 
Sub-Diftributor  of  the  ftamps,  fent  or  waited  on 
different  bookfellers  in  the  country.  Sir,  you 
have  not  renewed  your  licence  to  vend  medicines, 
JLnfw.  Sir,  I  do  not  find  there  is  any  act  of  the 
Legiflature  which  enjoins  me  to  be  licenced,  any 
more  than  that  druggift  over  the  way  ;  what  I 
did  laft  year  was  through  a  miftaken  notion,  and 
the  principal  proprietors  in  London  advertife  to 
this  purpofe ;  for  the  act  is  only  againft  patent 
medicines,  therefore  I  do  not  choofe  a  licence. 
Sir,  if  you  do  not  take  one  out,  expect  the  con- 
fequence— you'll  be  exchequered. 

Exchequer — that  one  word  (coufln  to  In- 
quifition)  which  ought  to  be  held  facred,  and 
ufed  on  no  trivial  occafion,  how  doth  it  found  ?— * 
We'll  exchequer  you,  unlefs  you  acquiefce  !  If 
one's  property  is  to  be  furrendered  through  fear, 
the  bookfeller  may  reply,  I  know  but  little  dif- 
ference between  fuch  proceedings,  and  thofe 
which  a  highwayman  adopts,  when  he  meets 
an  object  which  he  conceives  comes  under  his 
conftruction-^-your  money  or  your  life  ; — cogent 
arguments  which  fejdom  fail  of  fuccefs  in  either 
party.  That  a  perfon  need  not  comply  in  either 
cafe,  is  true  ;  but  it  is  at  a  rifk  of  danger  he  re- 
fufes,  and  it  is  allowed  a  prudent  rule  to  give  a 
little,  rather  than  lofe  all.  But  what  fort  of 
Rulers  are  they,  who  thus  lord  it  over  their  fel- 
low creatures,  becaufe  their  ftation  is  armed  with 
power,  and  immerged  in  grandeur. 
*  That ' 
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That  mankind  are  often  influenced  by  threats 
to  fubmit  to  injuries  they  are  confcious  they  do 
not  merit,  is  an  incontrovertible  truth  j  in  the 
prefent  cafe  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  diftributors  calling  and  threatening 
after  this  manner,  many  of  the  bookfellers  did 
inform  me  they  took  out  a  licence  a  fecond  time, 
merely  through  fear,  in  order  to  avoid  law  fuits 
with  Government,  and  not  through  conviftion^ 
that  they  were  inimical  to  the  flate,  for  convey- 
ing to  their  cuftomers  a  medicine  as  well  as  a 
book  ;  for  in  a  circuit  of  eighteen  hundred  miles, 
I  never  met  with  one  bookfeller  who  gave  credit 
to  the  act,  as  conftrued  by  the  Commiffioners, 
or  believed  the  King  had  caufed  them  to  be  the 
partial  objects  of  taxation. 

One  reafon  the  printers  fuggefted  for  taking 
out  a  licence  was,  they  had  fo  much  concerns 
with  the  Stamp  Office,  relative  to  the  advertife- 
ment  duty,  and  news-papers,  which  made  them 
afraid  of  having  any  contention  with  the  Com- 
miiTioners  another  plea  was  fet  up  by  fome  of 
the  trade  for  their  compliance,  relative  to  the  li- 
cence and  ftamps,  which  was  the  beft  I  ever 
heard,  viz.  their  intereft  was  increafed,  for  they 
were  appointed  Diftributors  of  the  ftamps,  fo  that 
it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  forward  the  fale, 
by  fetting  a  good  example. 

A  review  of  the  proceedings  in  this  affair, 
clearly  demonftrates  on  what  (hallow  reafoning 
there  mould  be  raifed  againft  nominal  characters, 
dubbed  quacks,  fuch  harm  epithets  for  their  not 
pofleffing  a  fuperior  degree  of  thofe  amiable  qua- 
lities which  exalt  human  nature  to  thofe  angelic 
ftrains  which  even  harmonize  the  thought  of 
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death  and  the  grave  j  the  prevalent  thirft  of  gain 
is  not  confined  to  quacks,  but  has  extended  itfelf 
through  every  department  of  human  life  ;  even 
the  beams  of  royalty  when  difplayed,  are  but  a 
foil  to  the  dazzling,  enchanting  appearance  of 
gold ;  had  not  lucre  been  the  object,  inftead  of 
reformation,  the  medicine  act  would  have  been 
clearly  underftood  ;  it  was  ordained  againft  pa- 
tent medicines  only,  had  it  fo  happened  that  not 
one  patent  medicine  exifted,  the  acl  would  have 
been  a  nugatory  one ;  then  this  kingdom  had  not 
experienced  another  humiliating  tranfaclion,  viz. 
Servants  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  hawking 
a  5s.  licence  in  the  country  towns  to  bookfellers, 
perfumers,  6cc.  for  which  ftipendary  token,  na- 
tional faith  is  pledged,  that  they  may  fell  all  quack 
medicinal  noftrums  unmolefted,  jointly  with  the 
King's  ftamps. 

Conceive  this  injunction  in  another  light. 

It  has  been  obferved  with  afperity,  that  the 
Univerfity  in  Scotland  favours  perfons  with  a  di- 
ploma, who  wifh  to  commence,  or  gain  the  title 
of  phyfician  at  a  few  pounds  expence,  and  a 
flight  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  fuitor. 
Should  this  circumftance  of  eafy  admiffion  to  the 
fociety  of  phylicians,  excite  the  farcafms  of  fu- 
perficial  obfervers,  or  not  be  juftined  by  the  lite- 
rati of  the  age,  who  confider  the  profemon  of 
phyfic  as  one  of  the  moft  exalted  and  critical 
fituations  in  life,  whereon  individuals  can  be 
placed,  fulfilling,  as  it  were,  the  breathing  of  a 
Deity  through  the  impulfive  foul  of  man  ;  dif- 
eafe  arretted — forrow  and  fear  baniflied  by  the 
prefence  of  health  and  joy.  With  what  argu- 
ments ttiall  we  form  a  veil  to  familiarife  the  con- 
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duct  of  thofe  fervants  of  the  Crown,  who  fabri- 
cate a  5s.  licence  flamped  in  due  form,  and  to 
remain  in  full  force  for  a  year — -which  faid  deed 
authorifes  the  Licentiate  to  practice  phyfic,  and, 
as  a  mark  of  his  titulary  honorary  degree,  may 
add  after  his  name  M.  L.*  or  advertife,  licenfed 
by  royal  or  parliamentary  favor.  Thus  is  diitin- 
guimment  of  characters  levelled,  and  the  facred 
walk  of  phyfic  expofed  to  the  inroad  of  caprice, 
for  a  paltry  lure.  Laugh  not  at  the  Hiftorians 
page  of  a  Pope  felling  indigencies;  we  have  found 
a  couplet  in  a  reformed  ftate,  even  in  this  land. 


On    the    HORSE  ACT. 

Cafe  and  Opinions  relative  to  the  Horfe  Tax,  extreicled  from 
the  public  Papers,  printed  in  1785. 

"  Many  farmers,  who  keep  horfes,  and  work  them  at  their 
hufbandry  bufenefs,  but  occaf anally  ride  one  of  them  to  church, 
fairs,  markets,  and  other  places,  think  they  are  not  liable  to  re- 
gijler  fuch  horfe,  alledging,  that  all  their  horfes  are  kept  for 
their  hufbandry  bufmef,  and  not  for  the  purpofe  of  riding. 

"  Query.— Tour  opinion  is  therefore  defired,  Whether  a 
farmer,  who  keeps  horfes  which  he  works  in  his  team,  and  at 
other  hufbandry  bufmefs,  but  occafionally  rides  one  of  them  to 
church,  fairs,  markets,  or  other  places,  is  not  obliged  to  pay  the 
duty  for,  and  regijler  fuch  horfe  f  and  whether,  upon  his  neg- 
left  fo  to  do,  he  is  not  liable  to  the  penalty  direcled  by  the  faid 
acl?  J 

"  Anfwer. — The  perfons  above  defcribed  fee'm  to  have  mif- 
underjlood  the  acl,  and  to  fuppofe  that  the  tax  is  laid  on  horfes 
kept  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  whereas  the  words  of  the 
acl  afford  no  pretence  for  fuch  a  conflruclion  ;  and  the  confequence 
of  it  xvould  be,  that  the  pcfon  keeping  a  team  would  ha  ve  the 
ufe  and  advantage  of  a  faddle  horfe  without  paying  the  tax^  when 

*  M'.dicina  Liceniiatus.  This  I  have  noticed  has  been  done  by 
the  proprietor  in  advertifing  his  medicines  in  the  newfpapcrs. 
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the  reft  of  bis  Majefty's  fubjecls  would  be  liable  to  that  burthen 
for  fuch  convenience. 

"  The  ufe  to  which  an  horfe  is  put,  is  evidence  for  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  he  is  kept ;  and  therefore,  as  the  act  requires  that 
an  horfe  kept,  and  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  jhall  be  entered 
and  paid  for,  there  can  he  no  doubt  but  that  a  perfon  ufmg  one 
of  his  teamhorfes,  when  occafion  requires,  as  a  faddle  horfe, 
muft  be  held  to  keep  fuch  horfe  for  the  purpofe  of  riding  as  well 
as  drawing,  and  muft  confequently  enter  and  pay  the  duty  for 
the  fame. 

R.  P.  AR  D  EN, 
Ar.  MACDONALD." 

I  confider  the  late  advertifements  as  mentioned 
relative  to  the  licence  and  (lamps  as  a  ferious  con- 
cern, which  requires  investigation  concerning  the 
caufe  for  fuch  admonitions. 

The  Commiffioners,  by  their  reprehenfive  mode 
of  advertifing,  exhibit  articles  of  defamation  a- 
gainft  feveral  fufpected  characters,  in  that  they 
trifle  with  the  acts  of  parliament. — The  Sovereign 
is  justified  in  this  inference,  or  why  thefe  cau- 
tions, admonitions,  and  threats  againft  his  fub- 
jects  daily  exhibited,  firft  fpecified  in  the  medi- 
cine act,  now  in  the  horfe  act,  &c.  in  the  public 
news-papers. 

In  defence  of  the  oblique  charge,  I  urge  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  are  fenfible,  taxation 
is  necelfary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ftate  ;  there- 
fore they  are  not  averfe  to  reafonable  imports,  nor 
do  they  murmur  to  fupport  their  King,  or  im- 
pute to  him  any  neglect  in  his  regal  capacity  of 
non-attention  to  the  welfare  of  his  loyal  fubjects. 
— But  I  will  inform  his  Majefty  what  his  people 
do  not  approve  of :  They  cenfure  the  little  atten- 
tion that  is  paid  in  wording  penal  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, which,  now  of  days,  are  like  the  Sybil 
oracles,  not  eafily  underftood,  and  then  a  con- 
duction 
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ftruction  is  to  be  formed  by  the  Commiffioners 
at  the  Stamp  Office,  which  is  fent  to  the  coun- 
try, as  their  judgment  dictates,  to  the  head  col- 
lector, chief  dijlributor,  fub-diftributor,  and  dis- 
tributor's dijlributors  agent,  who  all  have  a  feel- 
ing in  the  fleece  gathered  from  the  poor  lheep. 
In  fact,  the  people  do  not  like  to  be  governed  by 
the  Commiffioners  inftead  of  their  King ;  for  in 
the  country,  when  fpeaking  of  the  tenor  of  an 
act:  of  parliament,  the  King's  name  is  fel&om 
mentioned  :  The  predominant  language  is  not, 
The  act  requires  of  you  to  do  this,  or  that,  or  obey 
the  King's  commands  :  No,  the  Commiffioners 
have  given  this  explanation  of  the  act,  and  enjoins 
your  conformity,  for  they  conftrue  it  in  this  man- 
ner, and  it  means  fo  and  fo.  Witnefs  the  forlorn 
bookfellers  cafe  with  the  medicine  act  j  and  now 
the  horfe  act,  where  it  is  reprefented,  if  a  poor  wo- 
man carrying  turnips  to  market,  on  a  hode  bought 
for  ten  millings,  is  afraid  on  her  return  home  to 
relieve  her  wearied  limbs,  becaufe  a  conitru&ion 
is  come  down  from  the  Stamp  Office,  if  any  per- 
fon  gets  up  to  ride  on  their  horfe,  the  fine  of  ten 
millings  muft  be  paid  for  his  entry. — Lately, 
great  names,  as  of  the  Attorney-General  and 
Solicitor- General,  are  attached  to  the  queries  and 
anfwers,  relative  to  explanation  of  the  horfe  act 
in  the  newfpapers ;  and  the  conclufion  is,  that  if 
a  farmer  rides  one  of  his  plough  horfes  to  mar- 
ket, he  muft  enter  it.  I  contradict  this  decifion, 
and  ftate  opinion  againfi:  opinion.  Was  the  afore- 
faid  conftruction  to  be  enforced,  the  condition  of 
farmers  would  be  reduced  to  a  deplorable  alter- 
native : — Either  enter  all  your  horfes,  or  be 
confined  to  ride  one  only.    In  this  fituation  who 
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ftr  the  farmers,  whom,  if  they  are  obliged  to 
fubmiti  merely  becaufe  the  Attorney-General, 
6cc.  has  ;pronounced  this  dccifion  to  be  a  pioper 
one,  reminds  me  of  a  fable  where  the  fbeep 
thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  dogs, 
and  complained  to  the  cars  thereof,  who,  to  fave 
appearances  of  juftrce,  took  a  wolf's  opinion,  and 
published  it  through  the  flock,  that  what  was 
done  was  ftrictly  conformable  to  the  law  of  na- 
ture. If  the  fheep  are  fo  fituated,  that  for  fear 
of  worfe  confequences,  they  muft  abide  by  the 
wolf 's  opinion, — what  chance  have  they  to  ef- 
cape  the  hungry  bite  of  the  dog  ?  Can  any  dif- 
interefted  perfon  be  fo  inconfiderate  as  not  to  ob- 
ferve  the  drift  of  all  the  Commiffioners  adver- 
tifements  in  the  country  papers,  which  warp  en- 
tirely on  their  own  fide  ?  Who  pleads  in  favour 
of  the  people  who  cannot  comprehend  the  act, 
or  conceive  the  Legiflature  prefcribed  fuch  razor- 
edged  diftinctions  to  be  obferved  ?  Where  is  the 
great  Shepherd  ?  Surely  it  is  not  his  defire  his 
{beep  fhould  be  continually  harrafled,  by  forcing 
them  into' intricate  paths  ;  where  if  they  do  not 
readily  enter,  the  Exchequer  cudgel  Js  lifted  up 
to  awe  an  obedience. 

The  horfe  act  is  a  clear  comprehenfive  act  of 
the  Legiflature  ;  Mr.  Pitt  has  had  many  invec- 
tives uttered  again  ft  him,  in  his  not  taking  care 
to  have  the  act  more  explicit  by  feveral  perfons 
refident  in  the  country,  who,  when  aflced,  Have 
you  read  the  act  ? — No;  but  I  have  got  our 
printer's  abftract,  where  it  may  be  noted,  the 
printers  make  no  fcruple  to  mutilate  and  tranflate 
different  words  of  an  act  of  parliament  for  con- 
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cifenefs,  in  order  to  enable  the  ptrrehafer  to  buy 
for  the  price  of  one  act,  the  abftra&s  of  a  dozen 
or  more. 

Hence  arife  fuch  difference  of  opinions,  and 
neglect  to  confult  the  only  guide  to  be  depended 
on,  viz.  the  printed  acts  of  parliament  ;  which 
acts  certainly  ought  to  be  fold  as  reafonahle  as 
the  length  of  them  will  admit,  and  no  other 
publifhed.  This  plan  is  nearly  adhered  to  in 
Scotland,  where  acts  are  printed  in  a  Roman  cha- 
racter, by  the  King's  printer,  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  in  England. 

The  horfe  act  reads, — For  every  horfe  kept 
for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  to  be  entered.    In  the 
abftracts,  the  word  purpofe  is  left  out,  wherein 
lays  the  ftrefs  of  the  act.    The  queftion  to  a  far- 
mer is  a  fimple  one,  to  this  purport  j  Do  you 
keep  a  horfe  chiefly  for  the  faddle,  or  the  plough  r" 
If  for  the  purpofe  of  the  plough,  then  he  cannot 
be  kept  for  the  purpofe  of  riding  chiefly.  To 
explain  my  meaning,  fuppofe  a  farmer  keeps  fix 
horfes  for  his  plough,  team,  &c.  and  ufe  them 
for  this  purpofe  five  days  in  the  week — on  the 
fixth  day  he  takes  one,  and  rides  to  market; 
does  this  horfe  come  liable  to-  be  entered  by  the 
act  ?  The  CommiiTioners  fay,  Aye  ;  I  fay,  No  ; 
why — becaufe  the  horfe  is  not  kept  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  riding,  but  kept  on  purpofe  for  the  farm  ; 
if  the  owner  had  no  farm,  he  would  have  no  oc- 
cafion  to  go  to  market.    It  has  been  faid  that 
the  Commiffioners  only  defire  the  farmer  to  enter 
one  horfe. — The  act  ftipulates  no  fuch  agree- 
ment ;  if  the  farmer's  horfe  is  to  be  entered,  be- 
caufe he  has  rode  on  him,  the  horfe  thus  entered 
may  be  engaged  at  a  diftance  on  market  day  ; 

D  2  the 


(     28  ) 


then  the  farmer  would  be  obliged  to  take  another, 
and  enter  him  alfo.    If  the  farmer  is  obliged  to 
enter  a  horfe,  merely  becaufe  he  has  occafion  to 
ride  on  him  once  a  week  to  market ;  in  the  like 
cafe,  all  thofe  poor  creatures  who  keep  horfes  for 
labour,  and  carry  fuch  as  earthen  ware,  fruit,  po- 
tatoes, &c  muft  come  under  the  fame  predica- 
ment, for  the  act  knows  no  diftinction  of  per- 
fons.    On  the  other  hand,  I  do  allow,  where  a 
farmer  has  a  horfe  on  which  he  goes  a  hunting, 
takes  pleafure,  or  rides  on  him  chiefly,  although 
the  horfe  may  be  ufed  for  a  more  menial  purpofe 
now  and  then,  this  horfe  ought  to  be  entered. 
Relative  to  thofe  perfons  who  keep  a  great  num- 
ber of  horfes  for  pleafure,  and  write  up,  Dealer 
in  horfes,  and  only  pay  five  pounds  per  ann. 
I  do  not  know  what  individual  mould  cenfure 
them,  and  call  that  an  evafion,  when  they  con- 
form to  the  words  of  the  act  of  parliament. 

When  I  had  printed  the  foregoing  remarks 
on  the  horfe  act  in  my  firfl  edition  of  this  work 
I  was  favoured  with  a  news-paper  from  Glafgow, 
containing  an  advertifement  figned  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  a  copy  of  which  I  think 
neceffary  to  lay  before  the  public,  to  mew  that, 
agreeable  to  my  apprehenfion  relative  to  the  rid- 
ing of  a  horfe,  the  affertion  is  juftified  by  this  gen- 
tleman, who  has  explained  the  extent  of  inch 
conftructions  in  like  manner,  viz.  every  hor;e 
which  is  rode  on,  muft  be  entered. 
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An  Ext  raft  from  the  Glafgow  Mercury,  Feb.  24, 

...  C    A    S  E. 

<c  Many  farmers  in  Scotland  keep  no  more 
horfes  than  are  abfolutely  necelTary  for  labouring 
their  farms,  and  do  actually  ufe  all  their  horfes 
folely  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  excepting 
when  they,  or  any  of  their  fervants,  have  occa- 
lion  to  go  to  market,  or  about  any  other  ordi- 
nary piece  of  bufinefs,  or  fometimes  to  church, 
when  they  ride  any  one  of  their  horfes  which 
may  happen  to  be  moft  convenient  for  the  time, 
for  the  faid  occafional  purpofe  of  riding  j  and 
fach  farmers  alledge,  that  they  are  not  bound  to 
enter  any  one  of  iuch  horfes  as  keeped  and  ufed 
for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  in  terms  of  the  late 
Act  of  Parliament. — The  opinion  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  Scotland  is  therefore  requefted  on 
the  following  queries,  viz. 

guejlion  1. — Whether  or  not  a  farmer,  in 
the  circumftances  above  ftated,  is  obliged  to  give 
notice  cf,  and  pay  duty  for  one  of  his  horfes  as 
a  liding  horle,  purfuant  to  the  directions  of  faid 
ftatute  ? 

An fiver. — *  The  meaning  of  the  Act  of 
'  Parliament  is,  That  any  perfon  who  keeps  a 

•  horle,  and  ufes  it  at  any  time  for  the  purpofe 
'  of  riding,  muft  pay  the  duty  for  fuch  horfe  ; 
'  and  confequently  a  farmer,   in  the  circurn- 

ftances  here  defcribed,   muft  pay  the  duty, 

*  although  he  only  rides  his  horfe  occasionally, 
'  and  ufcs  the  fame  chiefly  for  other  purpofes.' 

"  Queftion  11.— If  he,  or  his  fervants,  {hall 
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ufe  for  fuch  occafional  riding  more  than  one 
horfe  at  a  time,  is  he  not  liable  to  enter  and  pay 
duty  for  as  many  as  he  or  they  (hall  ride  at  one 
time  ? 

"  Anfwer. — c  If  he  and  his  family  ufe  more 
c  than  one  horfe  at  a  time  for  the  purpofe  of 
'  riding,  I  think  he  muft  pay  for  the  whole 
e  number  fo  ufed.' 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  9,  1785.         ILAY  CAMPBELL." 

Reflecting  thefe  opinions,  however  great  the 
authority,  the  pompous  appearance  in  their  fa- 
vour, for  the  exacting  of  fuch  a  (lavim  compli- 
ance to  pin  down  the  farmer  to  ufe  one  horfe 
only,  or  enter  them  all  ;  it  neither  alarms  or  di- 
verts me  of  realon,  or  tempts  me  to  ficrifice  con- 
fent  to  fear.  The  words  of  the  act  will  truly 
and  honourably  bear  a  different  definition,  that 
would  blufh  to  borrow  the  aid  of  ftilted  law  to 
gain  the  object,  where  candour  fails  to  allure  it. 
To  combat  the  opinion  of  thefe  three  great  law- 
yers, headed  by  the  Commiffioners,  armed  with 
a  helmet  of  power,  there  are  hundreds  of  law- 
yers and  counfellors  of  the  realm  who  will  ftand 
up  in  any  court  of  juftice  unawed,  and  contro- 
vert this  pofitiye  plaufible  decifion. 

As  it  is  my  lot  to  differ  in  fentiments,  fo  I 
think  it  is  neceffary  to  rtate  my  realbns,  founded 
on  principles  connected  with  the  law  of  the  land, 
why  I  do  not  readily  give  my  affent  to  an  in- 
junction of  fo  great  a  magnitude,  becaufe  the 
dignity  of  human  nature  is  infringed.*  Prove 

the 

*  In  Yorkfliire  I  firft  imbibed  thofe  inimical  principles  to  the 
conftruclions  of  the  horfe  ad,  formed  at  the  Hump  office  againfl  the 
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the  Commiffioners  are  right  concerning  thefr 
willies  as  to  the  force  of  the  aft ;  then  not  only 
farmers,  but  another  clafs  of  fubjects,  comes 
under  the  fame  lam,  viz.  the  poor  carriers  of 
vegetables,  pots,  turf,  peat,  coals,  &c.  thou- 
fands  of  which  are  fcattered  over  the  kingdom, 
whofe  habitations  are  fo  wretched  that  fcarce 
any  parochial  tax  is  demanded,  whofe  garments 
are  ftrictly  rags,  and  whofe  horfe  is  often  bought 
in  at  ten  or  twenty  (hillings  ;  are  thefe  objects 
fit  to  clafh  with  perfons  who  occupy  coaches, 
chariots,  berlins,  &c.  ?  If  they  are  not,  nothing 
but  fome  great  diftrefs  which  has  befell  this  coun- 
try, could  induce  a  fovereign  to  fign  fuch  an  act 
as  this  fuppofed  one,  is  on  the  poor  ;  who  may 
not  ride  on  their  horfe  when  diverted  of  his  ufual 
burden,  for  which  purpofe  he  was  bought  to 
carry,  without  entering  him  ;  or  to  exact  a  duty 
from  beggars  becaufe  they  have  a  diftemper  on 
them,  and  wifh  to  ufe  fuch  a  medicine,  foljd  by  a 
bookfeller.  Such  constructions  of  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, that  are  enforced  by  the  rod  of  fear  to 
wrench  a  pittance  from  the  diftreffed  part  of 
the  community,  will  never  reflect  honour  on  any 
minifter  who  prefides  at  the  helm  of  ftate. — 
If  this  is  the  cafe,  that  Great  Britain  is  fo 
impoverished  in  its  finances,  as  to  exact  duties 
on  fuch  diftreffed  fellow  creatures,  then  is  our 
Monarch  to  be  pitied  indeed ;  our  nation  is  funk 

farmers  and  the  labouring  part  of  the  community ;  becaufe  I 
confidered  it  in  a  flavifh  view,  unworthy  of  a  Legiflature  to  coun- 
tenance fuch  proceedings,  and  unworthy  of  a  Briton  to  fubmit  to 
mere  opinion,  guided  and  aided  by  difcretionary  power,  whofe 
motive  centered  in  gilding  the  pillars  of  ftate,  whilft  the  internal 
part  was  mouldering  away. 
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low  in  the  efteem  of  other  ftates,  who  cannot 
help  noticing  fuch  imports.  The  ftate  and  affairs 
are  under  the  guidance  of  a  perfonage  in  whom, 
no  doubt,  we  may  hope  there  is  reafon  for  better 
prognostications  -}  every  perfon  will  find  a  King 
more  ready  to  relieve  his  fubjects  complaints, 
when  founded  in  juftice,  than  it  is  their  defire 
to  give  him  pain,  by  the  neceffity  of  petitions.* 
He  is  the  great  matter  of  a  numerous  flock,  who, 
when  he  obferves  the  ftruggles  of  the  meep  do 
not  arife  from  its  fleece  being  taken  away  by 
proper  inftruments,  but  from  their  having  it  torn 
away  by  the  griping  hand  of  deputifed  power, 
which  adds  no  value  to  the  fleece,  but  mars  the 
fheep,  fhall  he  not  rebuke  the  unfeeling  fervant  ? 
It  would  be  deemed  in  me  a  mark  of  idiotifm  to 
refift,  or  perfuade  other  perfons  to  object,  againft: 
the  enforcing  of  the  laws  of  the  legislature  ;  but 
when  fervants  of  the  crown  are  fo  fixed  on  the 
main  object  of  thefe  excife  and  flamp  acts,  the 
gathering  of  gold  and  filver,  fo  afraid  are  they 
that  they  mall  not  prefcribe  penalties  fufficient  in 
full  force  to  deter  any  perfon  from  evading  the 
duty,  they  forget  to  note  precifely  the  requeft  or 
command  of  the  act  in  plain  exprefiions  eafily 
to  be  underftood,  which  the  nature  of  the  act  and 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  require.  Hence  thefe  ani- 
madversions. 

*  I  was  at  the  Chapel  Royal  when  the  Bifliop  of  Chefter 
preached  before  the  King  againft  the  promenades,  or  meetings 
at  Carlifle-houfe,  where  religious  difputations  were  debated  on 
Sunday  evenings.  His  Lordfhip  flated  to  his  Majelly  many 
perfons  who  difputed  on  Theology  were  fo  ignorant,  that  they 
could  fcarce  read  their  bible  ;  in  a  little  time  after,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  Hcufe  of  Commons  to  fupprefs  them. 
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I  contend  the  horfe  act  does  not  require  a 
horfe  to  be  entered  which  is  ufed  in  common  at 
the  plough,  or  which  is  ufed  in  general  to  carry 
a  poor  woman's  apples  for  fale,  although  he  is 
rode  on  by  chance  to  a  market,  now  and  then,  by 
the  owner.  For  exemplification,  read  the  claufe 
of  the  aft. — "  Every  perfon  who  mall  keep  and 
ufe  any  horfe,  mare,  or  gelding,  for  the  purpofe  of 
riding,or  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  any  coach,  ber- 
lin,  landau,  chariot,  calafh,  chaife,or  any  other  car- 
riage,  by  whatfoever  name  fuch  carriage  is  now, 
or  hereafter  may  be  called  or  known,  for  or  in 
refpecl  whereof  any  rate  or  duty  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Excite, 
&c.  now  is  or  are  made  payable  by  any  ftatute 
now  in  force,  mall  yield  and  pay  annually  for 
every  fuch  horfe,  mare,  or  gelding,  the  fum  of 
ten  millings." 

I  have  faid  this  act  is  a  clear  comprehen- 
five  act  —  I  will  add,  it  is  an  act  which  breathes 
a  language  worthy  of  containing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain ; 
there  are  feven  expreffions  which  imply  an  in- 
junction, from  whom  this  tax  is  expected.  Per- 
fons  who  keep  a  faddle  horfe  for  the  purpofe  of 
riding,  or  drawing  any  ;  —  what  ?  coach  ^  berlin, 
landau,  chariot,  calajh,  chaifc,  names  which  con- 
vey luxurious  ideas  of  affluence:  Here  is  no  hint, 
no  trace,  to  be  found  that  can  juftify  thefe  late 
conftructions,  becaufe  that  a  horfe  is  made  to 
carry  as  well  as  to  draw,  to  oblige  the  owner  to 
enter  every  horfe  that  may  be  feen  with  a  human 
creature  on  his  back.  How  abfurd  the  con* 
clufion!  how  dreadful  is  the  fituation  of  this 
country  !   It  is  well  known  that  it  is  a  pecu- 
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liar  fort  of  horfes  which  claim  the  gentleman-like 
phrafe  attributed  to  them,  xiz.Jaddle  horfes ;  who 
can  fay  the  perfon  who  drew  this  act  up  was  not 
attentive  in  framing  it  fuitable  to  the  ideas  of 
Legiflature  ?  It  was  not  fufficient  he  had  named 
the  vehicles  of  grandeur  to  exprefs  his  meaning, 
but  adds,  by  whatfoever  name  fuch  carriage  is 
now  or  hereafter  may  be  called  ;  therefore,  here 
is  a  clear  diftinction,  and  a  definition  what  this 
act  doth  require  or  doth  allude  to  j  which  pre- 
cludes the  idea  of  the  plough,  the  pack-horfe,  the 
drudge-horfe,  not  kept  for  the  purpofe  of  riding, 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  daily  labour,  husbandry, 
&c.  If  the  framer  of  the  act  had  intended  every 
horfe  that  was  rode  mould  be  entered,  would  he 
have  left  out  fo  material  an  impofition,  fo  eafily 
expreffed,  as,  All  horfes  that  are  rode,  &c.  (hall 
be  entered  ?  The  word  purpofe  muft  imply  a 
diftinction  of  riding,  confidered  as  matter  of 
choice,  not  neceffity. 

Suppofe  the  owner  could  not  be  indulged 
(I  do  not  fay  ride,  for  that  term  conveys  an 
idea  of  pleafure)  to  relieve  his  Wearied  limbs 
fometimes  on  his  beaft,  for  fear  of  being  har- 
raffed  by  an  informer ;  mercy  on  the  poor  cotta- 
gers, and  all  the  old  women  who  fell  earthen  pip- 
kins, and  other  trifling  commodities,  to  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  &c.  many  of  whofe  horfes  are 
of  fo  little  value  that  an  afs  will  fetch  more  when 
offered  to  fale. 

Would  the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  with  their 
brothers  in  office,  and  thofe  who  act  as  Com- 
mifTioners,  review  their  conftructions  of  the  me- 
dicine and  horfe  act ;  lay  your  hands  to  your 
heart  -}  fay,  if  fuch  ads  of  parliament  were  to 
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be  realized,  whether  it  would  not  reflect  on  your 
King  and  country  as  if  they  were  actuated  by 
poverty,  which,  in  the  grafp  of  confummation 
for  felf- prefer vation,  is  adder  proof  to  the  plead- 
ings of  reafon  or  of  equity. 

In  anfwer  to  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  crown 
lawyers,  that  farmers  would  have  the  benefit  of 
riding  a  horfe  without  paying  the  tax,  when 
others  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  were  burdened 
with  the  impoft  :  Be  pleafed  to  remember, 
coaches,  berlins,  &c.  feldom  come  to  the  farm- 
ers or  the  poor  carriers  fhare  ;  burden  them 
with  the  means  to  fupport  thefe  equipages,  farmers 
nor  potatoe  merchants,  whofe  great  ftore  of 
wealth  often  lays  in  two  panniers,  will  not 
refufe  the  prefcribed  loan  of  ten  millings  per 
horfe. — Where  is  the  owner  of  a  ftate  coach,  for 
fo  every  private  coach  may  be  juftly  termed, 
grudges  a  farmer  the  ufe  of  one  of  his  hacks  to 
facilitate  his  bufinefs  ?  You  will  think  a  farmer  a 
churlim  being  who  mould  muzzle  the  ox  that 
treadeth  out  the  corn  j  then  why  fo  fevere  on 
the  farmer,  mould  he  command  a  fervant  to  take 
a  horfe  for  difpatch  out  of  the  team  on  the  moft 
pre  fling  occafion  ? 

If  it  is  his  Majefty's  wilh,  or  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Pitt's  intention,  that  every  perfon  who 
gets  on  a  horfe  to  ride,  (hall  enter  him,  (or  book- 
fellers  fhall  not  fell  medicines)  the  Parliament  is 
open,  a  bill  is  foon  brought  in  to  rectify  thefe 
doubts.  If  this  is  not  done,  then  the  people  may 
fairly  draw  a  conclufion,  his  Majefty  never  wi(h- 
ed  an  aft  mould  militate  againft  horfes  chiefly 
employed  in  hufbandry,  or  by  poor  labouring 
people  who  load  their  horfes  with  fruit,  earthen 
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ware,  peat,  coals,  &c.  there  would  not  then  be 
that  caufe  for  thefe  difagreeable  altercations,  nor 
thofe  melancholy  complaints  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vants  on  account  of  the  defect  in  wording  the  act, 
or  in  gathering  the  fruits  thereof,  as  if  they  expref- 
fed  one  thing  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
meant  another  in  the  execution  of  them.  Inmort, 
I  am  fure,  if  his  Majefty  had  witnefTed  the  mur- 
murs about  the  wording  of  acts  of  parliament,  and 
the  mode  of  gathering  the  taxes,  as  I  have,  it  would 
not  pafs  unnoticed.  A  minifter  of  the  nation  would 
ftartle  at  the  propofal  of  fweating  the  coin  to 
raife  a  revenue ;  by  the  late  proceedings,  if 
judgment  is  to  be  formed,  it  is  fweating  the 
people,  who  will  foon  be  thus  drained  of  the 
frimum  mobile  which  forms  the  elaftic  lpring  in 
their  endeavours  to  gain  a  livelihood. 

Should  the  horfe  act  undergo  a  revifal,  a  con- 
fideration  mould  be  made  relative  to  the  value  of 
a  horfe,  or  the  circumftances  of  the  owner ;  a 
diftinclion  between  Scotland  and  England,  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Scotland  cannot  afford  to  be 
equally  rated  with  England  ;  were  gentle- 
men and  farmers,  who  keep  fuch  a  number  or 
horfes  for  pleafure  or  the  farm,  to  be  charged  a 
proportionable  fine,  it  would  be  much  better  than 
the  prefent  vexatious  unfettled  mode,  oi  defining 
who  are  the  objects  of  taxation. 

In  behalf  of  the  farmers,  and  other  labouring 
perlbns,  I  have  written  much  more  than  I 
thought  I  mould  have  occallon  on  the  fubject  ; 
but  I  do  not  conceive  any  reafon  to  deviate  from 
the  fentiments  I  have  fo  freely  divulged.  May 
fome  friend  to  conftitutional  liberty  mention  thele 
remarks  in  the  Houle  of  Common?,  if  the  far- 
mers 
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mers  think  thernfelves  aggrieved  by  the  con- 
ftruclion  of  the  act,  they  may  requeft  the  She- 
riff of  the  county  to  call  a  meeting,  and  petition 
to  the  King,  through  their  refpective  reprefenta- 
tives,  for  fuch  relief  as  his  Majefty's  mod  graci- 
ous, wifdom  (hall  dictate. 

THE  following  Advertifement  1  have  extracled from  the  Glas- 
gow Mercury,  March  17, 1785  ;  which  is  infertedto  Jhoiv 
how  neceffary  it  is  fame  revifed  Plan  Jhould  be  fettled  to  pacify 
Perfons  ivho  may  fuppofe  thernfelves  injured  by  the  late  Conjlruclions 
of  the  Crown  Lawyers  of  Great  Britain  ;  alfo  that  the  Far-, 
mers  in  England  may  be  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  tht 
Farmers  in  Scotland. 

Paisley,  March  3,  1785. 

THE  different  Committees  of  the  Farmers  refiding  in 
the  county  of  Renfrew  met  here  this  day,  and  took 
under  their  confideration  the  explanation  given  by  the  Crown 
Lawyers  of  the  Act  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  laying  a 
duty  of  ten  millings  per  annum  upon  each  SADDLE 
HORSE  ufed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  riding  ;  and,  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  fuperior  judgment  of  thefe  Gentlemen, 
we  beg  leave  to  fignify  to  the  public,  that  we  are  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  THAT  faid  air,  does  not  extend  to  horfes 
chiefly  ufed  in  the  carrying  trade  and  for  the  purpofes  of  agri- 
culture, though  occafionally  rode  upon  by  the  farmer  or  his 
fervants.  And  our  reafons  for  being  ifill  of  the  fame  opinion 
are  the  following : 

1.  When  the  Minifter  firft  propofed  this  Tax  to  Parlia- 
ment, he  made  an  exprefs  exception  of  horfes  employed  in 
the  carrying  trade  and  agriculture.  But  if  the  explication 
given  by  the  Crown  Lawyers  be  juft,  there  was  no  occafion 
for  fuch  an  exception ;  for,  according  to  their  explication,  all 
horfes  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of  farming,  if  occafionally 
rode  by  the  farmer  or  his  fervants,  are  as  much  liable  to  the 
tax  as  if  they  were  kept  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  riding  upon  j 
which  renders  the  act  abfurd,  and  altogether  unintelligible,] 

2.  The  calculation  made  by  the  Minifter,  of  the  number 
of  horfes  that  would  be  liable  to  the  tax,  plainly  fhows  that 
the  acl  does  not  comprehend  thofe  horfes  principally  ufed  in 
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agriculture,  though  occafionally  rode  by  the  farmer  or  his  fer- 
vants.  His  average  calculation  for  the  whole  nation  is 
150,000,  and  he  divides  this  fum  into  fourteen  for  every  pa- 
rifti  that  will  be  liable  to  pay  the  tax;  but  according  to  the 
explication  of  the  a£t  given  by  the  Lawyers,  it  is  undeniably 
evident,  that  the  number  of  horfes  that  mult  be  taxed  will  be 
prodigioufly  increafed. 

3.  The  Minifter  makes  a  fuppofition,  however  ill  founded, 
which  evidently  mows,  that  horfes  employed  in  agriculture, 
though  rode  occafionally  by  the  farmer  or  his  fcrvants,  are 
not  fubjedr.  to  the  tax.  He  fuppofes  that  every  farmer  keeps 
one  faddle-horfe  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  riding.  Doubtlefs, 
fuch  a  horfe  is  liable  to  the  tax,  though  occafionally  employed 
in  agriculture ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  follows,  that  thofe 
farmers  who  do  not  keep  a  horfe  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  riding, 
which  is  the  cafe  of  the  generality  of  the  farmers  of  Scot- 
land, are  entirely  exempted  from  the  tax,  though  they  occa- 
fi&nally  ride  any  of  their  horfes  that  are  daily  employed  for 
the  purpofe  of  cultivating  their  farms.  But,  according  to  the 
explication  given,  they  muft  pay  for  the  whole  of  their  horfes 
employed  in  agriculture,  becaufe  they  have  often  occafion  to 
ride  all  of  them. 

4.  If  the  Parliament  meant  and  intended  to  tax  horfes 
daily  employed  in  the  farming  bufinefs,  when  occafionally 
rode  by  thcmfelves  or  their  fervants,  they  certainly  would 
or  ought  to  haye  exprelTed  their  a£t  in  fuch  plain  and  in- 
telligible language  as  would  be  eafily  underftoodby  the  farmers ; 
whereas,  if  the  explication  be  juft,  not  one  of  that  clafs  of 
mankind  in  this  country  underftands  its  meaning. 

For  thefe,  and  fimilar  reafons  that  might  be  afligned,  the 
Committee  reckon  themfelves  and  their  conftituents  under 
no  necefiity  to  take  out  licences  for  their  horfes,  until  the  act 
be  more  clearly  and  fully  explained.  They  are  moreover  de- 
termined to  join  with  the  relt  of  their  brethren  in  the  farming 
line,  in  the  different  counties  of  this  kingdom,  in  defending 
themfelves  from  any  oppremve  meafures  or  litigious  law-fuits 
that  may  be  commenced  againft  them,  for  their  non-com- 
pliance, until  fuch  act  be  more  fully  explained  to  them  ;  and, 
if  need  be,  to  confult  Parliament  itfclf,  who,  in  our  opinion, 
are  under  a  necemty  to  explain  laid  a£l  in  favour  of  the  poor 
farmers,  and  free  them  from  fuch  an  unequal  and  intolerable 

burden!.  This  our  jSjiinjori  and  refolution  we  order  to  be 

publUhed  in  the  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  newfpapers,  in  hope 
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of  exciting  the  attention  of  the  farmers  in  the  different  parts 
of  this  kingdom,  to  join  with  us  in  fupporting  and  defending 
our  juft  rights  and  privileges  in  a  conftitutional  manner,  as 
becomes  loyal  fubjedts. 

This  is  figned  in  our  name,  and  at  our  appointment,  by 

JAMES  COCHRAN,  Prefes. 


On  the  Window  Commutation  Tea  Act. 

TO  difpute  the  utility,  or  the  equalization  of 
this  enterprifing  act,  the  grand  dehgn  of  which 
is  to  render  fmuggling  abortive,  convey  whol- 
fomer  tea  to  the  public  at  a  mediated  price,  by 
an  extra  rate  on  the  windows  ,  to  the  increafe  of 
the  revenue,  and  not  deprefs  the  fubject,  involves 
the  penetrating  mind  into  fo  many  problems  of 
fuch  importance  refpecting  its  rectitude,  that  I 
leave  the  difcuflion  thereof  for  thofe  perfons  to 
explore,  whofe  abilities  and  connections  in  the 
political  fphere  of  government,  float  in  a  more 
refined  altitude ;  by  which  excellence  they  may 
extend  their  enquiries,  or  objectionary  views, 
farther  than  one  whofe  fituation  is  in  the  encum- 
bered valley  of  life  >  nor  had  the  writer  entered 
the  lifts  of  difputation,  concerning  the  proper 
mode  for  gathering  the  oil  of  velocity,  to  accele- 
rate the  wheels  of  ftate,  had  not  he,  with  other 
perfons,  experienced  injuries,  by  the  inattentive 
Itep  of  a  prime  minifter,  whofe  gigantic  Itride, 
if  not  moderated  by  prudence,  overturns  the  do- 
meftic  happinefs  of  thoufands.     Where  peace 
flourifhed,  there  the  canker-worm  may  be  ob- 
ferved  to  neftle,  fpreading  its  baneful  influence  ; 
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witnefs  Manchefter,  witnefs  Scotland,*  wit- 
nefs  the  fufferers  by  the  medicine  act.  Mankind, 
when  oppreffion  comes,  will  difplay  a  reluctance 
to  part  with  their  enjoyments;  although  every 
individual  cannot  fpeak,  with  propriety,  the  re- 
gal diction  of  a  Caractacus  to  the  Roman  Em- 
peror who  had  conquered  him,  yet  all  may  con- 
clude with  his  affectionate  fentiment,  "  Can  you 
wonder  we  are  loth  to  refign  ?" 

Had  Lord  Cavendifh  not  been  Dialled  with  the 
pleafing  profpect  of  gold  pouring  into  the  Trea- 
fury,  that  abforbed  all  the  nobler  faculties  of  the 
mind  which  mould  adorn  a  ftatefman — there  had 
rot  been  caufe  for  cenfure,  in  the  impolitical  ex- 
prefiion,  when  he  was  about  to  realife  thought 
into  fubftance,  or  to  raife  fpecie  from  filth.  Was 
it  prudent  to  propofe  a  levy  on  a  certain  defcrip- 
tion  of  men,  yet  cruelly  to  fport  with  all  that 
the  moft  infignificant  fubject  of  the  realm  holds 

*  From  perfonal  converfation  with  feveral  manufactories  in 
Manchefter  and  in  Scotland,  I  learnt  the  ftated  objection  was  not 
againft  a  tax  on  their  manufactories,  fo  much  as  the  difagreeable 
mode  of  ascertaining  and  collecting  the  duty  ;  at  the  fame  time 
they  thought  Mr.  Pitt  rather  prefled  hard  on  the  infant  muflin  of 
Paifley,  which  promifed  fair  to  rival  the  India  goods  in  every 
quality,  out  of  a  compliment  to  the  India  Company.  In  Scotland 
I  was  informed,  feveral  perfons  followed  the  linen  printing  bufi- 
nefs,  whofe  trade  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  training  of  handker- 
chiefs ;  on  account  of  their  being  obliged  by  the  act  to  pay  a 
fum  of  money  for  a  licence,  which  fum,  trifling  as  it  might 
feem,  being  greater  than  they  could  afford,  they  left  off — 
at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  they  fought  for  bread  in  another 
line,  or  went  to  the  land  of  refuge,  America.  I  mention  this 
cixcumftance,  to  fhew  how  careful  minifters  of  ftate  fliould  be,  in 
liftening  to  propofals  for  heavy  licences  to  carry  on  bufmefs  ;  when 
the  foundation  forfuch  afpecious  advance,  is  only  in  other  words, 
an  artful  offer  of  opulent  artizans  to  monopolife  the  trade,  to  the 
confufion  of  indigent  merit  — who  then  is  obliged,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  remonilrances  and  threats  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  to  re- 
fort  to  climes  more  favourable  to  ingenuity. 
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tenacious  in  forne  degree,  fairriefs  of  charaBer  ? 
Was  not  this  acerbative  mode  fufficient  to  occa- 
fion  abortion  to  his  prolific  fcheme,  in  its  firft 
onfet,  to  propofe  a  tax  on  quack  medicines  in 
one  breath,  and  the  next  refpiration  proclaim  the 
fabricators  thereof  a  fet  of  mordicants.  Although 
I  refpecl:  Lord  Cavendifh,  and  believe  of  him  all 
that  univerfal  report  has  echoed  concerning  his 
benevolence  as  a  man,  or  his  integrity  as  a  mini- 
iter,  yet  his  pofition  for  the  bafis  on  which  he 
grounded  his  reafon  for  the  import,*  I  deteft. 
As  one  of  the  fuppofed  party  alluded  to,  I 
appeal,  with  all  due  deference,  to  Lord  Caven- 
difh, whether  this  accufatory,  condemnatory  con- 
duct, without  producing  any  proof,  or  inftituting 
any  form  of  enquiry,  was  fuitable  to  his  Lord- 
ihip's  ideas  of  a  gentleman,  a  nobleman,  a  fenator, 
a  minifter  of  ftate. 

On  what  principles  others  of  my  advertifing 
fraternity  are  actuated  by,  is  not  for  me  to  difcri- 
minate — I  am  no  advocate  for  a  continuance  of 
fuppofed  nuifancesj  nor  can  I  credit  Great  Bri- 
tain's diftrefs  to  be  fo  exaggerated,  as  to  demand 
fuch  odious,  difgraceful,  unchriftian-like  facrifice 
on  the  altar  of  humanity  to  the  fhrine  of  avarice. 
On  this  folemn  occafion  honor  and  juftice  were 
flruck  dumb. 

Should  it  be  afcertained  thefe  fort  of  medicines 
which  are  alluded  to,  are  hurtful  to  the  commu- 
nity— there  is  no  argument,  however  fpecious,  I 

*  If  patent  medicines  are  hurtful  to  the  community,  why  doth 
Government  allow  fo  eafily  a  patent  under  the  King's  name — * 
greater  bubble  to  the  people  I  know  not,  refpefting  fuppofed  fu- 
perior  virtue  inherited  in  a  medicine,  bccaui'e  the  proprietor 
has  purchafed  a  title. 
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can  conceive,  will  juftify  a  Legillature  to  coun- 
tenance, and  as  it  were,  become  the  pander  of 
men  found  guilty  of  nefarious  practices.  On  the 
contrary,  if  thefe  extemporary  noftrums  rponrefs 
an  efficacy  in  adminiftering  ftrength  to  the  weak, 
health  to  the  fick,  although  in  a  frnall  perception, 
they  ought  to  be  cherifhed,  notwithftanding  all 
the  illiberal  epithets  either  envy  or  prejudice  is 
pleafed  to  fuggeft  or  inveigh  againft  articles  which 
crouch  under  the  heavy  burden  of  taxation,  be- 
fore this  medicine  act  was  introduced  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

Oh  a  former  occafion,  I  have  pleaded  in  de- 
fence of  advertifed  medicines,  from  a  perfuafion 
of  their  utility,  and  the  acknowledgement  of  emi- 
nent phyfical  characters  in  their  favor ;  but  in 
this  tract  I  wilh  to  concentrate  the  rays  of  public 
infpection,  in  a  critical  furvey  of  the  conduct  of 
the  writer  and  his  medicine,  a  medicine,  poffef- 
ling  at  lean:  an  efficacy  equal  to  any  other  known 
remedy  (which  either  claims  the  regular  or  the 
irregular  for  its  guardian)  in  the  relief  of  thofe 
diforders  termed  fcurvy,  leprofy,  evil,  gout,  rheu- 
..matifm,  &c.  appellations  which,  to  thole  who 
are  converfant  with  thefe  tormentors,  excite  in 
the  mind  dreadful  fenfations  of  their  baneful  ef- 
fects. 

Allowed  as  I  am,  by  public  fame,  to  have 
made  great  progrefs  in  relieving  thofe  above  na- 
med complaints,  afcertained  in  a  long  fcroll  of 
cures  attefted  by  refpectable  perfonages,  and  for 
the  extenfive  courteous  behaviour  the  poor  expe- 
rience at  the  difpenfary  in  Soho-fquare,  inftitu- 
ted  1773,  are  the  bafis  I  hold  out  to  challenge  a 
fcrutiny  refpecting  the  truth  j  at  the  fame  time 
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let  it  be  underftood,  I  claim  no  pretence  for  any 
infallible  fpecific — Jn  many  cafes  I  fucceed  not ; 
where  nature  pleads  molt  powerful  for  relief  in 
the  heart-felt  figh  which  efcapes  the  foul,  rivet  - 
ted  to  a  body,  whofe  wounds  bleed  corruption  ; 
dreadful  fight !  that  awes  the  prefcriber  to  reflec- 
tion. How  impotent  is  medical  art  and  fcience 
to  expel  fuch  fiends  from  fociety  !  How  urgent 
the  necefiity  for  perfeverance  in  the  improvement 
of  phyfical  knowledge  !  Who  then  mall  feek  by 
difpenfatory  form,  as  in  a  garden,  to  confine  me- 
dical genius,  which  alike  explores  nature's  wide 
field,  where  plants  innumerable  wanton  in  exu- 
berance, unfoftered  by  man  ?  For  the  better  il- 
luftration  of  medicine — who  would  wifli  to  ex- 
tinguish the  fmall  fpark  of  emulation,  nurfed  on- 
ly by  hopes  of  well-earned  fame?  happy  omen 
of  better  days !  Take  this  away,  fay  what  phy- 
fician  or  furgeon  would  like  to  witnefs  daily,  the 
houfe  of  difeafe,  tenement  of  flench  and  rotten- 
nefs,  who,  when  he  pafTes  by  the  couch  of  the 
fick,  is  hailed  with  filent  adoration,  as  if  an  angel 
was  apparent  to  the  fight.  In  a  mort  time, 
this  godlike  character  has  fell  a  facrifice  to  his 
officious  care,  by  the  infectious  difeafe  he  ftrove 
to  conquer.  What  great  advantages  dees  phyfic 
pofiefs,  to  require  an  abridgement  ?  rather  write 
how  contemptible  (he  is  treated,  comparative  to 
law  or  divinity,  with  which  £he  ranks  her  name  ! 
Divinity  holds  forth  many  Mitred  Dignitaries 
and  other  numerous  comfortable  livings,  for  the 
inferior  clergy,  to  animate  the  ftudent.  What 
has  phyfic  to  beftow  on  her  votaries  ?  A  high- 
founding  name,  which  thoufands  of  the  fa- 
culty have  had  reafon  to  execrate,  which  fafci- 

F  2  nated 


(    44  ) 


nated  their  attention.  The  path  to  the  profped  of 
a  refpectable  maintenance,  dependant  on  accident, 
lays  through  a  drear  and  miry  road,  where  poverty 
in  decent  array  often  accofts,  and  drives  the  dif- 
penfer  of  health  to  other  regions,  in  hopes  to 
gain  bread  to  eat,  before  he  lofes  his  teeth.* 

Law,  who  fhall  diiplay  thy  veftiges,  thy  orna- 
ments, thy  titulary  honours,  thy  vaft  importance 
in  the  helm  of  empire,  where  thou  fitteft  en- 
throned with  Kings?  Counfellors,  Judges, Barons, 
and  Earls,  are  all  obfequious  in  thy  train;  even 
numbers  of  thy  minions  bafk  in  plenty,  and  riot 
in  excefs — whilft  pbyfic,  like  a  chamber  utenfil, 
lays  neglected,  unefteemed,  till  nature  rings  her 
alarm  bell.  When  nature  is  relieved,  take  it  a- 
way,  till  another  inconvenience  demands  its  pre- 
fence.  In  point  of  honors  conferred  on  any  of 
the  faculty  for  eminent  fervice,  feldom  do  we 
hear  of  any  title  better  than  a  knight,  which 
ranks  one  degree  above  the  common  appellation 
of  efquire. 

If  phyfic  is  arrived  at  its  zenith  in  accomplish- 
ing all  that  man  can  with,  or  nature  require  in 
the  pharmaceutical  art,  proclaim  it — (hut  up  the 
laboratory,  you  will  do  a  kindnefs  to  many  of 
your  members  engaged  in  chymiftry,  who,  in 
the  eager  purfuit  to  benefit  others  health,  under- 
faps  the  ground  of  life  whereon  they  Hand. 
Concerning  the  decifion  of  that  awful  tribunal, 
to  which  I  have  appealed  refpecting  myfelf,  it  is 
not  my  wim  to  bias. — Confcious  fihcerity  to- 
wards the  public,  as  far  as  human  frailty  will 
admit,  dare  dictate.    Either  allow  thefe  cures, 

*  A  common  proverb  among  the  faculty,  that  a  phyfician  ftl- 
dom  comes  into  repute  until  he  is  aged. 
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publiftied  under  the  name  of  Spilftmry,  to  bear 
the  ten:  of  fidelity;  treat  him  with  that  re-, 
fpect  due  to  a  character  who  has  rendered  him- 
felf  ufeful  to  the  community,  or  prove  to  the 
world  he  is  an  impoftor  ;  let  him  be  the  firft  fa- 
crifice  to  injured  credulity. 

To  re-afTume  our  considerations  on  the  Win- 
dow Act, 

Concerning  one  principal  defign  of  this  act, 
which  often  lays  a  foundation  for  many  improve- 
ments befides  the  invention  of  quack  medicines, 
viz.  the  fwelling  of  the  coffers, — this  does  not 
come  under  my  arrangement ;  my  wifli  is  to  elu- 
cidate meafures  refpecting  Government,  not  to 
perplex. — That  I  wrote  under  the  influence  of  a 
vindictive  fpirit,  or  was  agitated  either  by  caprice 
or  petulance,  is  an  accufation,  I  truft,  will  not  be 
imputed  to  me,  whilit  I  am  difcuffing  points  of 
fuch  vafr.  confequence  as  constitutional  liberty,  or 
national  welfare. 

The  folicitor  at  the  ftamp  office  was  pleafed  to 
afk  me,  what  I  knew  of  law,  and  rather  recom- 
mended the  ftudy  of  phytic,  as  being  more  eligi- 
ble to  my  Ration ;  if  Minifters  and  Commiffioners 
turn  their  thoughts  to  quackery,  it  may  not  be 
wondered  at  in  return,  if  quacks  nibble  at  poli- 
ticks, and  endeavour  to  commence  urate  phyfi- 
cians.  In  this  new  character,  I  have  had  occanon 
to  obferve  a  melancholy  circumftance  attending 
this  window  tax,  which  I  call  an  accidental  one, 
neither  intended  nor  could  it  be  fufpected  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  a  univerfal  rage  for  blocking  up  the 
windows  mould  prevail  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  which  in  the  firft  inirance  defeats 
the  main  intention  of  this  act,  the  leffening  of  the 
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tribute.  Was  this  the  only  circum fiance  that  fear 
had  to  combat,  it  would  not  excite  my  animad- 
verfion,  as  the  remedy  would  center  with  the 
Legiflature.  When  I  perceive  perfons  indifcri- 
minately  (hutting  up  their  rooms,  their  cellars, 
not  only  depriving  them/elves  of  the  animating 
light  of  the  fun,  but  alfo  fencing  themfelves  a- 
gainft  the  efTential  preferver  of  health,  viz.  the 
vivifying  air,  which  if  not  fufFered  freely  to  vifit 
their  tenements,  ftagnated  air,  noxious  vapors, 
deadly  influenza  are  the  natural  confequence, 
which  mufl  be  expected ;  mould  the  heat  in  the 
fummer  arife  to  a  moderate  fcorching  degree,  the 
inhabitants  fo  fituatedv  will  be  alarmed  at  the  fre- 
quent repetition  of  the  paffing  bell.  Then  will 
it  be  faid  at  Court,  Heaven  has  fent  a  vifitation, 
and  the  bifhops  will  be  defired  to  compofe  a  form 
of  prayer  ;  whilft  a  few  houfe  furgeons  and  phy- 
iicians,  ufually  ftiled  bricklayers  and  carpenters, 
would  foon  remove  the  caufe.  How  far  an  act 
would  be  necelTary  to  lower  the  rates  of  the  win- 
dows, and  oblige  perfons  to  open  their  windows 
for  the  fafety  of  the  community,  is  a  matter  of 
fo  van:  concern,  that  I  wim  not  to  hazard  my 
opinion  refpecting  an  equalization  in  quantity  to 
the  prefent  fum  of  money  -now  expected  from 
this  new  experiment.  Concerning  the  circum- 
ftance  of  opening  the  windows,  I  am  pofitive 
fomething  mould  be  done  for  the  welfare  of  the 
public.  Were  his  Majefty  to  journey  to- 
wards the  Weft,  to  furvey  the  country,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  fome'  dwellings,  the  pleafing  appear- 
ance which  the  ftructure  forms,  might  excite  a 
thought,  how  happy  is  a  monarch,  whofe  fub- 
jects  enjoy  fuch  fpacious  manfions.    On  a  nearer 
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infpe&ion,  he  would  find  thefe  houfes  like  the 
fituation  of  a  blind  man,  poffeffing  only  fockets, 
through  which  light  was  once  conveyed.  In  Mr. 
Pitt's  candle  and  window  tax,  Britons  are  re- 
minded of  the  curfew  bell ;  the  caves  wherein 
their  anceftors  dwelt.  Sad  demonstration,  that 
proves  ftates  have  their  feveral  periods  of  growth 
and  decline,  as  well  as  other  fublunary  objects, 
either  animate  or  inanimate ! 


N.  B.  The  Remarks  on  the  Port  and  Plate 
Acts,  which  followed  here  in  the  firft  edition, 
and  fent  to  the  Right  Honourable  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons  for  their  con- 
fideration,  are  here  omitted,  as  a  redrefs  for  any 
fuppofed  grievance  in  either  act  was  not  fo  gene- 
rally looked  for. 
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APPENDIX, 

Concerning  a  late  Decijion  relative  to  the  Medicine 
.  Act  in  Wefiminjler  Hall,  before  Baron  Skinner, 
March  5,  1785. 


CINCE  the  writing  of  the  foregoing  meets  I  am 
informed  three  perfons  have  been  tryed  for 
non-compliance  to  the  medicine  act;  the  cafe  was 
argued  in  court  with  a  liberal  fpirit,  more  to  dif- 
cover  the  intent  of  the  act  than  to  profecute  im- 
peached offenders.* 

Mr.  Newberry  and  Mr.  Dicey's  were  left  Ipe- 
cial  for  the  Judges,  connderation.  Mr.  Wray 
•was,  as  the  news-papers  informed  me,  found 
culpable,  on  account  he  had  vended  perfumery. 
When  I  read  the  account,  the  word  perfumery 
furprifed  me,  as  I  never  heard  Mr.  Wray  had 
dealt  in  that  article ;  although  as  in  character  of 
a  merchant,  who  imports  and  exports  in  an  ex- 
tenfive  fcale  various  drugs  and  medicines,  it  did 
not  feem  improbable,  as  merchants  nor  tradef- 
men  are  not  confined  or  chained  down  to  deal  in 
ftipulated  articles  alone,  as  ever  I  heard  of.  I 
took  fome  pains  to  enquire  minutely  into  this  af- 

*  I  was  not  prefer  t  at  the  trial;  my  friend,  in  the  hurry  of 
bufcnefs,  forgot  to  fend  me  svoid  us  promifed. 
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•  fair,  and  found  this  perfumery,  as  dated  by  the 
news-paper,  was  two  fmall  brumes  ufed  for 
cleaning  the  teeth,  and  fold  with  tooth  powder, 
therefore  was  found  guilty  of  not  dealing  in 
drugs  and  medicines  only,  but  in  tooth  brumes. 
Not  to  enter  into  any  argument  to  (hew  the  pro- 
priety of  vending  thefe  brumes  with  tooth  pow- 
der, which  is  medicinal,  and  is  the  fame  in  pur- 
port as  fome  furgeons  or  other  practitioners  fup- 
ply  their  patients  with,  a  bone  iyringe,  neceffary 
to  be  ufed  to  convey  the  medicine  into  fmall  re- 
ceffes  of  the  body.  This  decifion  again  ft  Mr. 
Wray,  authorifed  by  a  jury,  militates  much  a- 
gainft  my  arguments  concerning  the  explanation 
of  the  words  of  the  act the  commiffioners  and 
other  perfons  have  now  the  laugh  againft  me.  I 
do  not  give  up  the  point  in  contention  I  am  not 
eafily  prevailed  on  to  affent  to  a  narrative  which 
ftigmatifes  this  nation,  and  renders  it  a  by-word 
of  reproach  in  other  countries;  where,  if  a  per- 
fon  of  eminence  mould  wifh  to  exprefs  his  detef- 
tation  againft  any  propofal  which  mocks  the  finer 
feelings  of  a  liberal  mind,  he  need  only  reply, 
Do  you  think  we  are  Britons^  who  wrung  a  tri- 
bute from  their  women  in  labour,  or  from  the 
difeafed  cattle,  if  certain  medicines  were  reforted 
to,  either  to  relieve  the  pains  of  the  one,  or  re- 
flore  the  other  to  health  ? — Is  it  poflible  there 
are  decifions  in  the  courts  of  law  to  eftablim  fuch 
decrees  in  this  land  to  the  forefaid  purport  ? 
If  fo,  where  flept  the  guardian  of  the  King's 
honour,  when  fuch  unhallowed  feed  found  a 
hot-bed  at  court,  which,  inftead  of  ripening 
into  a  poppy  to  footh  the  cares  of  ftate,  produ- 
ced a  nettle.    No  Sovereign  can  be  fo  forget- 
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ful  of  his  future  fame  as  to  affift  the  hiftorian, 
who,  unawed  by  the  dead,  will  not  fail  to  pen 
the  ungracious  prefcription.  —  Substantiate  thefe 
paradoxies,  and  I  will  drop  mv  Brief  ;  be  dumb 
as  the  Traveller,  who  witnefTed  an  eagle  raven- 
ing a  lamb,  where  the  gulph  hindered  his  in- 
terpolation, yet  in  filence  lamented  To  much  pow- 
er was  given  to  one  creature  who  could  play  the 
tyrant  fo  indifferently  over  another. 

Relative  to  thefe  trials  I  have  received  much 
fatisfaction ;  it  confirms  my  firft  poiition  on 
"which  I  grounded  my  objections.  The  act  could 
not  be  complied  with  confident  to  the  good  order 
and  welfare  of  the  ftate.  The  eminent  counfel 
who  attended  on  the  caufe,  on  each  fide  of  the 
queftion,  allowed  it  to  be  a  perplexed  act  that 
muft  be  revifed.  Relative  to  the  determination 
in  Mr.  Wray's  cafe,  I  am  not  fatisfied,  becaufe 
prejudice  throughout  from  the  firft  mentioning 
the  act  to  the  prefent  time  has  fmothered  reafon, 
fo  that  a  jury,  and  no  contemptible  one  neither, 
may  have  been  biafTed  in  thefe  matters. — Sen- 
tences in  acts  of  parliament  are  not  to  be  divided, 
as  in  the  prefent  cafe.  The  exception  in  the  act: 
reads  thus :  that  is  to  fay,  all  perfons  who  deal  in 
medicines  to  take  out  a  licence,  except  fuch  as 
have  ferved  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  any  fur- 
geon,  apothecary,  druggiff,  or  chymift,  or  fuch 
as  fhall  have  kept  a  (hop  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years  before  the  pa  fling  of  this  act,  for  the  vend- 
ing of  drugs  or  medicines  only,  not  being  drugs 
or  medicines  fold  by  virtue  or  his  Majefly's  let- 
ters patent. 

I  argue,  at  the  word  only  is  only  a  comma,  not 
a  full  Sop ;  alfo  here  is  in  one  breath  an  affirma- 
tive 
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tive  declaration  and  a  negative  one,  printed,  dole; 
as  if  the  act  fays,  you  mall  deal  in  drugs  or  me- 
dicines only.  Quejlion,  What  do  you  mean  by 
the  word  only?  Anfwer,  Not  patent  medicines. 
This  word  cannot  here,  with  propriety,  have  any 
allufion  to  other  goods.  Another  reafon  I  flare 
for  my  diflent  is,  it  is  a  known  maxim  that  the 
decinons  in  law  often  turn  either  way  on  frivo- 
lous appearances ;  what  (hall  be  deemed  law  to- 
day, is  not  fo  to-morrow ;  another  jury,  perhaps 
not  fo  difcerning  as  the  firft,  mall  change  the  ver- 
dict, becaufe  more  mental  light  is  held  over  the 
obfcure  part.  In  the  prefent  inftance  Mr.  Wray '* 
was  unexpectedly  deprived  of  his  counfel  whom 
he  had  engaged ;  neither  was  he  aware  of  two 
tooth  brumes  riling  in  court,  with  deathly  vifage, 
to  fubftantiate  a  crime,  which  trivial  as  it  ma}' 
feem,  the  law  of  England  in  this  inftance  deemed 
an  heinous  offence. 

Let  us,  if  poffible,  divert  ourfelves  of  every  fen- 
fation  that  may  hinder  a  free  enquiry  j  fuppofe 
the  verdict  given,  is  ftrictly  agreeable  to  the  in- 
junction of  the  act,  the  effect  is  of  a  tenfold  more 
alarming  tendency  than  it  was  fuppofed.  To 
bookfellers  it  decrees,  ye  mail  fell  only  books, 
&c.  agreeable  to  your  nominal  vocation  j  this  is 
allowed.    Here  the  matter  refts  not.  • —  Whilft  a 

*  It  feems  Mr.  Wray  means  to  peticion  for  a  new  trial.  The 
faft  which  arofe  in  judgment  againlt  him  was  committed  iince  the 
aft  took  place,  whereas  the  aft  condemns  thofe  only  who  offended 
in  vending  patent  medicines,  &c.  before  the  commencement  of 
the  aft;  therefore  thofe  who  had  walked  by  chance  prudently  for 
three  years  before  the  paffing  of  the  medicine  aft,  may  now  in- 
dulge themfelves  and  their  friends  with  quackery,  or  what  you 
pleafe  to  call  it,  unmolelted,  even  as  all  thofe  do  at  preferit  in 
London,  who  advertife,  ftick  up  hand  bills,  and  laugh  at  the  mi- 

niflers. 
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perfon  fituated  as  Mr.  Wray  is,  a  regular  *  whole- 
sale and  retale  chemift  and  druggift,  in  an  exten- 
five  medical  line  of  many  years  Handing  ;  if  the 
law  fays  to  him  you  (hall  not  even  vend  a  tooth 
brufh.  what  fays  the  law  to  thofe  other  great 
chemifts  and  druggifh  in  London,  and  in  the 
country,  Whofe  dea'ings  in  other  merchandize  are 
of  various  denominations,  as  in  tobacco,  fnuffs, 
hops,  paint,  colours,  and  brufhes,  with  fpatulas 
and  other  furgery  instruments?  why,  leave  off 
thofe  articles,  or  place  a  ftamp  on  all  the  drugs 
and  medicines  you  fell; — a  very  curious  definition. 

Is  this  a  time,  ye  guardians  of  the  land,  to 
fetter  trade,  orprofcribe  the  walk  of  mop-keepers 
or  merchants? — But  go  on,  do  not  be  afhamed 
to  declare  what  you  wim  to  exact;  tell  us  in  plain 
words  what  are  your  commands  —  let  it  be  even 
to  the  taking  away  all  our  property ;  nay  cancel 
life,  there  will  be  mercy  —much  mercy  in  your 
words.  The  buck  that  is  tbot  in  the  park,  the 
other  deer  may  figh  over  his  blood;  but  his 
fate,  compared  to  the  one  who  is  hunted  down 
by  his  majefty's  hounds,  is  eafy  and  defirable. 

Rumor  reports  of  a  Britifh  miniftry  calling 
Afiatic  luppofed  peculators  to  an  account  —  Be- 
ware, left  when  the  beauties  of  Honour,  Huma- 
nity, and  Juftice  are  expatiated  on,  they  retort  on 
you  with  a  fmile  of  ineffable  contempt,  Do  you 
talk  of  honour  f  Was  it  not  bartered  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  1783,  by  a  minifter  for  viiionary 
gold  ?  who,  when  fpeaking  of  Quacks  as  locufts 
—-and  as  vermin,  mould  have  fwept  them  from 

*  If  any  circumfiance  which  phyfic  Angularly  retains  be  ridi- 
culous, it  is  the  farcical  appellation  of  regular  or  irregular  ;  as  if 
pn  this  hinge  alone  all  medical  merit  and  its  fuccefs  depended. 
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the  land,  did  he  not  form  a  covenant  with  them  ? 
Was  not  your  Honourable  Commiffioners  of  the 
Stamps  feen  bufily  employed  in  aflifting  and  di- 
recting them  how  to  mantle  the  carion  drug  with 
a  robe,  graced  with  the  emblem  of  a  crown  j 
proclamation  was  made,  to  mew  Quacks  thus 
new  modelled  j  their  packets  were  now  no  longer 
to  be  considered  as  doing  much  harm  to  the  pub- 
lic] 

Humanity,  name  it  not,  w.h.Mt  you  permit  an 
ambiguous  act  to  remain  in  force  which  operates 
like  the  wretch  who  faw  a  fellow  creature  Ship- 
wrecked on  your  more,  Struggling  for  life,  but 
refufed  to  lend  his  aid,  till  he  had  Stipulated  for  a 
bauble,  ere  he  mould  feel  the  hand  which  was 
to  fnatch  him  from  death. 

Jujlice  !  away  with  the  title,  if  the  fubftance  is 
worm-eaten.  Are  you  the  patrons  of  thefe  pub- 
lic virtues  ?  Afk  the  bookfellers  what  they  think 
of  the  late  proceedings  againft  them  ?  whom 
even  fufpicion  has  been  modeftly  filent  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  relative  to  any  caufe  of  impeachment  of 
their  being  difmembered  from  the  privileges  of 
the  community.  Will  the  late  decifion  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall  grace  your  eSteem  for  juftice,  where, 
to  gain  a  verdict,  two  tooth-brumes  were  fu- 
borned  as  evidence? 

Would  you  have  Afiatics  be  in  love  with  the 
portrait  of  JUSTICE,  HONOUR,  and  HUMA- 
NITY, firft  learn  to  practice  thefe  virtues  at 
home  ;  fo  (hall  your  counfels  be  revered  —  your 
country  Support  its  dignity — your  people  BLEST, 


FINIS. 


